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MPT is no Excu SE 

Q (though too often 

# is made one ) 

. tozell Thee theſe 

LETTERS are 

now made pub- 

4 fo prevent falſe Copies : for 
Fell 'y, if you bawe not theſe, you 
will be abus d with others , ſo im- 


"7 | Prrſect 


©... To the READER. 


perfect and mangled, that we may 
juStly pronounce them to be none of 

the; Authors own. In Matters of 

| Religion there ought to be greateſt 
care to publiſh nothing but what is 
genuine,which here (without more 

|| - words) thou wilt ſoon find 35 faith- 

© fally offered thee. . EY. 


Farewell. _ 
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My noble]t Couſin and deareſt friend. 
F739 Ever thought .my ſelf a Rich man 


Sin the niany teſtimonies of your 

E favour , being perſwaded that the 

of authority of your eſteeming me, 

> +4 may work more upon the World to my advan- 
© 3% tage, then many perſonal defe&s of mine - 

4 own to my prejudice. Among my beſt ticles 

£7 to valoation with Worthy men, I treaſure 

In F + up yoar laſt Letter, expecting to receive there- 

\® 3 by as much Credit hereafter, asI doe now 

Fobligation;when thoſe that finde i it, (knowing 


4 our eminence and only my name ) ſhall "_ 
AN (, wn A3 "i pil y 


TATE 


< 


(2) 
pily miſconceive my praiſes there to have been 
.of your judgement , which I muſt refer;meerly 
to your love and civility, Perſiſt, I beſeech you 
inthe former of theſe , and reſtrain your ſelfe 
inthe exceſſe of the latter, permitting and 
owning me to be your friend, without making 
me mine own flatterer ; of which Ican never 
- - come in danger, but by your commendations. [# 
1 think my ſelfe-as happy to beare the name of || 
your friend, and promiſe to my ſelfe as much || 
eternity by the relation, as he who ingraved || 
Sir Philip Syanie's friendſhip on his Monu-» 
ment. _ | puſion, 
' But T muſttellyou, I aſpire yet to a farre 08 
greater felicity, that is, to be made worthy of jk 
{o brave an appellation, to which you can beſt |'® 
contribute , if;you pleaſe to impart freely ro }KA& 
. me your own rare abilities,and my weakneſſes, | 
. rather then to darken theſe unto me, in exer- #Kmv! 
. ciſing but the {lighteſt part that you excell in, Þ vttdt 
Courrtlinefſe. To take you off from this, and | Ik 
' to engage you in the other, give me leave to F| Mb 
_ Jay hold on that part of your letter which con- | 
. cerns my ſtudies. Wherein as your example 4 
, and advice have ever been my prime direRory lh 
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| in the way of them ; ſo in the ſeverall jadge-F ith 


Fnts of what I read, yours muſt beever with jM 


wr 
[LF 
= ” 


b. (3) 

havebes with different preparations, ſo I have likewiſe 
erimeet} peruſed many -of them with refle&ions upon 
ſeechys their uſefulneſs, farre differing from thoſe yon 
your ſpecific. Iam ſo farre from receiving them as 
itting of Judges, that in many caſes I cannot admit 
ut my them as Witneſſes authentick enough, where- 
can ne on to paſſe a verdi& in religion. I diſcover. me 
endation thinkes too prone a Bias in moſt of their evi- 
enamel dence, either to the eſtabliſhing of their own 
2s myl Private oPpinions,or to the deſtruction of their 

> ingrr} adverſaries:and thisevenin the moſt Primitive 
his Mot of them;faRion it ſeems,and a kind of Seftary 
.- 5 paſſion,having had as ſtrong,though not ſo va- 
roafy Tious a current, even neer to the very Springs 
| of Verity , as afterward in the remoter Chan. 


2 Wortlf path . | 
nuf nels, as you can much. better inſtance (if you 


ou cani 
t free 
weak ell 
e, ne 


pleaſe Jchen Tout of Exyſebins,Epiphanine,and 
St. Augeſtine ; who themſelves allo, as they 
ſeem to adhere to the Catholick Church, and: 
7 excelj a5 the Roman glories in them, may well be by 
this) Þoth fides allowed an Expurgator. | 
me lean - Forthat which you ſay, Secondly, that you 
which rely more upon the Fathers, for what they 
nr exalt tell us they were taught, then upon what 
" « direc) *ÞEy teach, I profeſſe ſhould do ſo too, could 
ecall jad 7 be but halfe ſo wel aſſured of the firſt part of 
be every YOur reaſon ; namely, that the former was de- 
© 24 rivedfrom an infallible authority» ,as I am of 
the fall the other,that-their own -reaſons were liable to 
+ Error. But totell you-true, as I can yet finde 


_ A4 no 


= (4) 
noreafonto make me acknowledge that there 
is any infallible Anthority,bor only the Scrip- 
cures (whichjI conceive is not that you mean;) . Þ 
fodo TI finde as little that the Fathers (eſpeci- 
ally thoſe before the firſt Nzceve Conncel) 


were perſwaded of any ſuch. And grant they 


were, I can leaſt of all diſcern which of the va» Fry 


rious doarins they deliver , were rightly de- 
Hvered to them from that unerring authority; * 
Since it is apparent, methinks, that they do 
tezch many uncertainties and errors, as Dog- 
matically, and with as ſolemn confirmations, 
asthey do the moſt authentique truths. Hard- 
ty ſhal you find Scripture alledged more frank- 
ly by them , or the Church tradition 'proclai- 
med more lowdly in any point of Faith , then 
by Fzftin and Tertslian, in the rigid cenſure 
of the uſe of Images, and in the ſame 7Teriul;- 
«x in affirming Chriſts deſcent to free the Pa- 
triarks;and in theſe two,and diverſe others, the 
Sroſs aflertion of the Angels copulation with 
women:and laſtly, then in all the 2Lllenaries 
moſt confident authorizing of their 7#4aic 
dodarine. Theſe are perhaps of the {lighter in- 
ſtances, ſuch as flow eaſieſt into a Letter from” 
a bad memory; and yet I pray you reſolve me 
which ofthem I ſhall let paſs, as derived from 
infallibilitie? whether that which our Church 
approves, and the Roman condemns, as the 


firſt;or that which the Roman agrees to,and we 
difaliow, 


C5) 


+ © diſallow, --as the ſecond ;,or the ſecond laſt; 


Sciiy | which both: fides reject ?: I profeſs I am.as yer 
nem) - to diſtinguiſh which of them . theſe Fathers 
& meant we ſhould ſwallow as delivered to 
of] them , and which chew and conſider as onely 

4 delivered by them. Theſe and many: more.ir- 
reconcileable paſſages in them , have rendred 

I me much alike affeted both to what you ſay 

,  theytell us they were taught, and to what 

\ they teach; that.is, ro have my reaſon, as 
much as-I can cleared and enlightned by 
om both , bur to ſuffer, it ro be hoodwinkt and 
led implicitly by neither. I reverence thoſe 

| holy Fathers, as divine eſtabliſhers of Faith 

; inthings where they all concur, and where 

 . not, as happy aides of the underſtanding , anl 
asit were ſacred bellowesof the ſoul, whe» 


4 It is now high time for me to beg your par- 

, don, for having licenſed my ſelf ſo muchto 

14 your trouble. It is an inconvenience drawn up- 

on you by your exceſs of favour and obliging- 

D neſs, that have incouraged me freely to ex- 
—eſolveii preſs to your ſelf my il-digeſted opinions ; 
"ed frod wherein toward any other 1 ſhould have 
- Chord been reſtrained by ſhame and the conſciouſ- 

ns; asts neſs of mine own incapacities ; but from you 
c0,andf FE ever promiſe my ſelf reifying, where 
3:falon | . from 


= ( 6) "Ol 'Y 
from another I miglit look for contempt : All”? 
your juſt cenſures, I am ſure will be ſweetned WE 
inſtantly by this ene conſideration, that this RY 
pennance hath been ſaid upon you by Tian: 


 SHERBURN » Nobleſt Couſin, 


Novemb: 2. 
x 633; 


Your faithfull Servant 
G. D, 


by 
F 
| [) q 
a : 
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H)yN obleſt Lord, and moſt honoured Friend; 


Y unſteady abode in the 
L - 

town, and'frequent ſuddain ſi 

excurſions out of it of late, - 

have caſt me ſo far behinde- Rk 
hand with your Lordſhip , Juni 
not onely for what civility requireth of me, (rome jt 
but for what duty bindeth me unto, as 1 was I {1 
Srownto a belief that I conld make no other Jill 
amends for my long ſilence, but by coming on : 
purpoſe to Sherburn to you to excuſe it. 
And therefore out of an ill baſhfulneſs I 
forbore acknowledging my fault by Letter, de. | 
ferring- that till I was in ſtate to repair it by JMltivir 
mine own perſonal attendance. But that JWnws 
being not likely to fall out ſo ſoon, 1being to Wikies 
£0 nn ny 


A 
" 


mpt:'% 50 to morrow to my Mothers , and thence to 
[weetl{ my own houſe for ſome weeks ; and I havin 

) thatth lately received a picture from my Lord Reſſe/, 

7 with command to ſend it as ſoon asI conld 

7 to your Lordſhip, Idurſt not make that a 

' } priſoner till I got liberty my ſelf to wait up- 

on you. By which means I am engaged, with- 

- * out beingable to defer it any longer, to give 

| you humble thanks for your Letter of the ſe- 


F | cond of November , arid to crave your pardon - ;- -; 


_.} thatIcame thus lateto doit. So ſudden and 

za diſtrated an hour asI have now to write in, 

T would deterre me from offering at any return 

- 4 toſoobliging and judicious a Letter, till I had 
Friend;\ a greater freedom both of time and thoughts. 
e in tf} But Jcannever' be taken unprovided for the 
t ſuddait firſt part, my ſincere affeion to your Lord-' 
:r of late} ſhip; and ſence of your favours ever out- 
behinds weighing any other humane obje& that may 
ordſhij} buſie my mind : and for the ſecond, of anſwer- 
th of ms ing your judicious objetions , I ſhall confide 
" asIwi more for the ſolution of them in your own 
no othf calm and impartial refle&ions npon them;then 

omingel in ought T ſhall be able to reply. Therefore bad 
excuſe it I never ſo much time, I would for this intent 
Qifulneſ] imply it onely. in reducing the matters into 
cer, d& your remembrance, and intreating you to 

pair ith} commit the appearances: on both ſides fairly 

But: thi oue againſt another into the ballances, and 
]beiogh let your own Reaſon hold the Scale, 


'k which 


CE» 
which -1 muſt. acknowledge. with exceſle..of 
joy , to bee the ſtrongeft. and moſt, fin- 
cere that I know in' any. man,. . ] ſhould. be. 
vin the performance of this task with .com- 
plaining to your Lordſhip in the Fathers be- 
halfe, and repreſenting their grievances to 
your Lordſhip, that you are ſo rigorous to - 


them, as to exclude them from being Wit- _ | 


nefles in matters of Religion. Their hu- 
mility , aswell of underſtanding, .asof man- 
rers, Will not let them be troubled when. 
they are recuſed as Judges : They never pro- 
nounce any thing out of their own breaſts, un- 
to which they will confine other mens aſ- 
ſents. But when they tell you plainly what 
they were taught, and what they finde be- 
lieved and practiſed generally throughout the 
whole Church, have they not reaſon to take it 
unkindly to be.rejeted? If you will examine 
their veracity by al thoſe circumiſtances that are 
uſually conſidered in taking mens depoſitions, 
you will finde them ſtrons on their ſide. They 
were right honeſt men, not onely believed, 
but known to be ſuch by all the world. They 
are acknowledged on all hands to be ſo judici- 
ons, as would more blemiſh ones own judge- 
ment then theirs,but to cal it in queſtion, What 
they wrote of, are matters belonging to 
their own Art and Trade, in which ſurely they 
would have great care and attention not to 
| miſtake 


a ;— "LBP. 
r) M miſtake, fince their own and their poſterities 
zl eternall ſalvation depended on it: Since then 
1-22 there iswill and ability ro inform us of truth, 
why ſhould we ſaſpe&t them 2 What canap- 
 peare ſtronger' to''us' in oppoſition of what 
?. They deliver as. Witneſſes, to make us doubt 
*% Their evidence?” and conſequently' ro brand 
>; them wick' the 'imputation of falſhood- and 
* ignorance}; flattering our ſelves that new and 
*, clearer lights ſhine to us, and that we know 
9% more then they? Their' private opinions 
” (for the eſtabliſhing of which your-Lordſhip 
# faith, you diſcover too/prone a Bias m-+ moſt 
; -of their evidence) doe not intereſt ourbeliefs; 
| 1nſuch'points we are as free as they. Nor 
* can I believe ſo ill of any of them, as to 
out the make thoſe to paſſe for currant, they would 
dtakell amp upon them the ſeale of being taught 
X2MI® from hand'to hand, and of Tradition from 
hat lf Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and of the generall 
fitiony and uncontrouled beliefe and practice of the 
09 Church; or ifthey did; certainly their nu- 
lieve@ merous adverſaries would not have let ſuch 
The foul play ſcape their note. {It is true, they were 
d judics ever, as your Lordſhip obſerves, earneſt and 
Judge ſevere againſt them who were ſuch, as if they 
1, Whit had been milde againſt their Hereſies, they 
ping !7 would never have gained the name of Fathers 
ly thej and Pillars ofthe Church , nor have been re- 
not 7 verenced as Sairits by ſucceeding ages. The. 
miſtake. *, ; fatios 


(16) "TI 


fa&tion and ſeQary-paſſion-that your Lordſhip JW 


remarketh even neer the ſprings of verity , 
belongerh .onely to their adverſaries ; their 


warinth is juſt and due zeale : And for thoſe Þ 


three Fathers of whom your Lordſhip fayes, 

that we as well as you may allow them an Ex- 
purgator; I profeſs my ſlender reading ne. | 
ver met,to my beſt remembrance,with any do. 
Arine of faith in them, that I doe not intirely 
aſſent unto. Inthe next place, my Lord, I muſt 
clear what [ mean by the infallible Authority 
from whence the Fathers derived what they 
were taught, which I diſtinguiſhed againſt 
what of themſelys they teach. Of this later ſort - 


are the refle&ions that they make upon.the - taaſsof 


Scriptares, . whenin their Comments or Ser- 
mons they deliver to us what occurred to | 
 themin che interpretation of the Texts of it, | 
And when they are but barely ſuch, I conceive | 
they are to have no more weight with thoſe |! 
that have ability to examine them, then. the | 
reaſons wherewith they are accompanied do | * 
Sive them. - But the other points ef Doctrine 


I take to have been taught by Chriſt to his F alerh 
 Apoſtles,, and by them preached through the | Wymthy 
world and then again delivered to the enſu- þ Mite 
1ng.age by them that had theſe points incul- | WTrd 
caced into their hearts þy the Apoſtles, and in | Nivpro 
this manner, with care (and everywher c ) {#8 


handed. over, fron age toage ; which upon { 


_ parte Þ& © 


A " "CALF | 
Lordi particular occaſions the Fathers uſed to ſum 
' very} up and produce againſt Innovators that:wguld 
s - thi make breaches uponthe ancient and generally - 
forth} received Faith of the Church. Dodtrines 
ip ſayg thus delivered, I conceive, to be derived from 
m an infallible Authority: as well as the Scriptures, 
ding and withall,that it is ſo ſafely conveyed to us,as 
hanydi »e are as deeply obliged to beleeve it , as what: 

inticd the Scriptures teach us , and in governing the 
rd,1 my tenor of our Faith, to give them much the 
\uthorit precedency : Becauſe by ſuch Tradition; we 
zhat the are fully, plainly, and praRically taught how 
d agail to underſtand it, and the buſineſs and errand 
laterſot Of it is, to deliverit ſo uantous; whereas rhe 
upon} cauſes of writing the particular Books of Scri- 
5 or S& pture, were for other particular ends, and not 
urred { £ give usa compleat body of Faith. And thoſe 
xts off Articles of it that they do deliver us,arenot ſo 
conceif Plainly.exprefled, that every body can under- 
ich tho and them. So that ifir be once admitted, that 
hen.th Þy ſuch tradition there.can be had in all agesa 
nanied4 compleatand true knowledge of what Chriſt 
Do&ril £42ught , it cannot be denied , but that ir is an 
it rol Eaſier and better rule to guide our underſtan- 
ough ding inthe affaires of Religicn, then toreſort 
he enli For that end to the Scripture alone. And that 
-« incg 10cÞ Tradition is infallible , I have endeavou- 
5, and, red to prove in another diſcourſe which your 
Fher 6 Lordihip bath , ſo that I will not trouble you 
ch-upg here with any repetitions apon that $ubje4: 
i m— 


Now when I wrote-to your Lordſhip: my opi- "i 
nion-of the uſe tobe made of reading:the Fa- Wa 
' thers, relying upontthem more for what they Whrlil 
were taught, then for what they teach ; itwas Wk 
as taking rhem. for faithfull Collefors. of the 
traditions that they foundgeneral ctirough the [uh 
Church in theirtimes 'and fincere conveyers | ng 
of them to us: And this coarſe you-ſhall inde {jk 
even among the'*ancienteſt of them:.When St: [hith 
Auſtin will eſtabliſh'the dorine_of praying Jul 
for the dead, he telleth that it hath been the #y7lib 
practice of the whole Church from the Apo- Jaws 
ſtles time. The like tie doth againſt the Peas 
gians, and upon ſeverall other occaſions ; and [6 
dire&eth us to enquire what faith is profeſſed | Writ 
in the Churches eſtabliſhed by the Apoſtles; -[kgt1 
from whom he reckoneth on the unintercup- Jaw! 
ted ſucceſſion of- Paſtors unto his time :- And Hpaunt 
by them hee deriveth the preſent Doarine {rw 
from the fir{t preachers, who had.it immedi Jy; 
ately from Chriſt, Tertwull;an, when he 'pre- Jhwret 
ſcribeth againſt Hereſte , giverch you a Cata- [kl 
logue of the Biſhops of ſeverall Churches, [ywes:.. 
from the ſeverall Apoltles that planted them; Ih... 
and with the ſucceſſions of the perſons, urgeth Hve.te. - 
the ſucceſſion in thoſe Churches of the Dorf p11 
arine he ſeeketh to eſtabliſk, 'Irexews doth It, 
the like, and generally all of them ; whichHu;;.;.; 
they doe not only when they uſe thoſe formalgy.c...: 
poſitive words that the whole Church hathW;,j1 


Coral Vedlit | 


: þ£) 


"TIP 
3:My-0} received from the Apoſtles » and holdeth ge- 
agtheF ' nerally ſuch and ſuch a Dofrine : but at. 0- 
whattli cher times alſo when they doe but intimate ic 
2; WM jn their Diſcourſes, which intimation is ſuch as 
xs.0f lt 5s eaſily perceptible tro whoſoever of judge- 
Iroughtd - ment ſhall read them impartially. | Therefore 
conveſl ro ſummon up as ſhort and as plainly as I can, 
ſhallfnl che uſe, as I conceive is to be made of reading 
:Whens the Fathers ; I fay that letting paſſe what they 
pf prayil writ as Commentors upon the Scriptures, and 
hbeenti as Philoſophers, and all which is but as Di- 
the Al vines and Scholars, we are generally to take 
the Pa hold of what they deliver us as Paſtors of 
fions;4l the Church, which appeareth chiefly by what 
profelk they writ againſt thoſe they brand with Here- 
Apoſtls ſie, which they could nor doe, were not thoſe 
ininterra poynts which they cenſure, againſt the known 
ime :A and generall Tradition of the Church: And 
it Doan! next, when they deliver us dogmatically and 
it immel profeſledly any Doarine in ſuch ſort as we 
,en he pl may reaſonably conceive they intended we 
wu 2 Ca ſhovid take it as. matter of faith, not giving it 
Church! as conceptions of their own, which they bring 
nared thd onely learned arguments on texts of Scripture 
ſons,urf ©O maintain: inall which a free & good judge- 
of the ) ment will eaſily diſcern by reading them , 
ues (which way to incline ; which I knowing your 
m ; wiiLordſhip to be, doe beſeech you ro apply it a 
'ofe fortfittle induſcriouſly,ro colle& throughout their 
arch rt by what they fay to frame a model 
corey B of 


(14) 

of the Government, Beliefe, and praftiſe of |} B 
the Church wherein they lived, and: then | 
tell me whether it be like yours or Ours: It 
is worth the while;Criticks-labour to get ſome 
knowledge of the manners and cultomes of | 
Ages long ſince paſt by little fragments of ay- 
tiquity that have hardly ſcaped into their 
hands; ' And Lawyers get a knowledge of the 
Government and frame of the Sta'e in Kings | 
reignes long agoe, by broken and disjoynred | 
Records, that they meet with ſcartered in ſe- 
verall Files And theſe maimed evidences by 
chance fallen into their hands, doe ſerve to. 
beget a fairer body of kuowledge, when they 
know hovr to make a right uſe of them, and 
ſuch as will convince an indifferent and equal] . 
hearer:much more certainly the Fathers works 
that handle profeſledly and at large the affairs 
of rhe-Church and Religion , and whereof we 
have ſuch plenty, will fairly inform a rational 
and diſcourſing man of the true ſtate of them 
in their times, and what they conceived and 
had been taught, imported Heaven or Hell in 
mans beliete and practiſe; which Iam ſure 
vour Lordſhip will allow ro carry a great | 
ſtroke in ours, and from which it is madneſs, |; Weare 
if not impiety, to depart upon lefle grounds ['t V0} 
rhen a demonſtration to convince the contra. &.Wp 
ry.Thongh. I have already too much tre paſſed, | in i 


upon your Lordſhips patience by my cedieus | Wittofj 
Letter, . \#7 
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pradiiſe} Letter, yet-T may not conclude. it, till I have 
3 andth faid a word or two to the foure inſtances your 
Xe ours:). Lordſhip giveth toward: the latter end of 
to perſyq Yours. Firſt, for the uſe of Images,” I doe'not 
cuſtoms conceive. it to be: a precept. given by Chriſt, 
ents of; but ſince introduced by the Governors of the 

into t Church, as a thing convenient to raiſe devyoti- 
edgeoff 0N1n the people. WOE PELY | 
e in Ky Now things of that nature may be convenient 
| digjojng At ONe time,and unfit at another, When: Ido« 
rered inf 1atry was freſh in the memory and praRtiſe of 
:Jences} DE WOrld,it was dangerous t9 admit it;--there- 
0 ſery) fore in the primitive times, 74ſtin and Tertul- 
whenthe 744% might have reaſon to cry it down, But 


- 


hem: al becauſe there was no precept of. Chriſt in that 


and equi behalfe conſerved in the Church, you-ſee they 
hers wot Lge Bot the authority of Tradition of the 
-: Church to beat down their uſe, but arguments 


the affit | ] 
mhereofy Of heir own, and Texts of Scripture produ- 
- rad ced by them ; whereas now in times ſecured 
c@ of th from thar. danger , and a great good appea- 
ceived at 3108 IN them:(they being as 'a Father (ſaid, the 
'6r Bell bookes of. unlertered perſons, to-'beger know- 
1am id ledge and ſtirre up devotion in them) asſtrong 
grel Arguments, and as pregnant Texts: af 'Scrip” 
ture are produced for their. uſe, .and to juſtifie 
© ground the Governours of the Church in recommen- 
..., ding them to..the people. Your ſecond in- 


@ Contr 


ntr | | 
;ie _ow is of Terrullians affirming Chriſts de- 
job cent tO free the Patriarks z which I conceive 


B 2 | not 
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notionely be ;.'butall- the: Fathers that ever JR 


ke of that particular, deliver :it as a matter 
| herbs and ſo'it hath.beenever held by the 


Church ; which word: of Deſcent I take itis ro {ll 


-be underſtood, as we-we all doe, the Article of 
the Creed, He deſcended into Hell,. that is, by 
his power and operation at leaſt , by which 
he confounded the damned, comforted the 
Soules in Purgatory, and brought to the ſight - 
of {50d, thoſe ir «Abrahams boulome, that is, 
a place. of reſt, where yet they enjoyed not 
the beatificall'vifhon. .For to give other moti- 
on and place to'a ſoule, is a queſtion in Philo- | 
ſophy., and concernes not Faith; and ſuch | 
was the Afſertivon.of the Angels copulation 
wich women ; for many, or rather moſt of the 
Fathers: were-of opinion , that they were not. 

are;Spirits.btat had very ſfubtile & immortall 
baidiee che contrary of which was never yet 


delivered as matter of faith, howbeit by force |; 


of Argument now the corporiety of Angels is | | 
exploded out:of the Schools) and thus ſuppo- | 


ling that optnion, the, way 1s obvious enough [4 
in commenting ſome Texts of Scripture, to | ,.- 


fall into thaterror ,. whnch.ſo becommeth an 
error -in Philoſophy, and'in ne wiſe concer- 


ning-Faith, And that other of the Millenaries, | ne ; 
which is the laſt your Lordſhip urgeth, Jake 
appeareth plainly ro have grown among |: 


ſome of the Fathers, (with whom the autho- |, 
| rity |; 
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rity of P«pias weighed much) by literally inc 
-terpreting a Text of the Apocalyps ; but ne- 
ver any of them urged the generally received 
opinion of the Church, nor publick Tradition 
from Chriſt and the Apoſtles. And befides,the 
Church has never yet to this day, condemned 
as an herefie, that part of the Millenartes be- 
liefe, which ſome of the Fathers held ( which 
is, of the Saints reigning with Chriſt a thon- 
ſand: yeares upon earth after their reſarre&- 
. on, and enjoying onely ſpirituall *delights) but 
only other fonle enormities which went urider 
the name of the Millenaries herefies. Now by 
_-whartT have ſaid to thoſe inſtances in particu- 
lar , and bringins that ſpirit that I ſaid befare 
- was required to the reading of the Fathers, 'T 
* conceive it will be no hard marter to deter- 
- mine which of them, as your Lordſhip ſayes, 
| we areto ſwallow as delivered to them , and 


t which to chaw and conſider as onely delivered 


\ bythem. One thing more I ſhall adde in ge- 

| nerall, which is, That a large and great ſoule, 
| like yours, expreſſeth it ſelfe more to its ad- 
| vantage in weighing in the powerfull ſcale of 


eth al Reaſon, that it hath the main butk of what it is 


-_ 
nareF! ſcrypulons a diligence upon little quillets and 


rgeth 
amo 
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to judge of, rather then to dwell: with too 


' 


\ niceties, which admit arguments on both fides, 
and in the mean time let ſlide away unnoted, 


Ro that great deale which is uncontroulable and 
ri | 


* 
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line, as though'one were but to'declame in 
Schoole, toexerciſe ones wit, and therefore he 
maketh choyce of ſome nigenious Paradox a- 
Sainſt a known and received truth; and to im- 4 MM 
pugne ir, can bring but againſt it the skirts of | 49" 
arguments, or rather cavils of wit, without be- 
ins able to grapple with the main body of it, 
and ſeekes rather to puzzle and embroyl his 
adverſary, then weightily to eſtabliſh the ſo-. | 
lid cruch. This is a ſubje& that is deeply to be 
conſiderea for uſe, (the importanteſt that we | | 
can have , not argued upon for oftentation) | hereas 
and that a wiſe man oughtto ſeek a ſettlement | may ba 
in,and nor aim at the applauſe of being ſharp- | fvlution 
ſighted, by reducing all things to uncertainty, | uinſti 
Therefore, good my Lord, apply that great | weaknel 
underſtanding you are ſo excellenty endowed | cannot: 
wichall, . co build as well as to pull down, and |-ofit- | 
read not the Fathers with a fore-laid deſigne.| ' Youk 
to enerve their authority ; but with an indif- |. you, to: 
ferency to yeeld your aſſent to what upon the | {hortneſ; 
whole matter you ſhall judge reaſonable for ; meupon 
you ſo to does And ſince I know that your bathini 
judgement muſt in all things that are contro- | mance of 
yerted before it, ofthis nature, tend to ſettles | inparting 
ment one way or other, (for anly ſciolous wits | Which Tp 
float onely in uncertainty, as delighting to | tins; an 
make objeRions, and raiſe a duſt which aftere 4 beever, 
ward their weak eyes cannot look through) [+ tlon'that 
[et me recommend to you not onely to, ex2 \"lwjwJn 
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_ (19) 
mine whether the opinion you meet with in 
your reading , repugnant to what you were 
formerly imbued with , be concludingly de- 
monſtrated or no, but likewiſe examine as 
{tri&tly the reaſon you have for your own; and 
where the ſcale weighes heavieſt , give your 
aſtent. For fince of contradiory propoſitions 
one muſt c. eceflarily be true, and the other 
falſe, a man proceedeth upon ſafe grounds) if 
he take for a firme truth what is oppoſite to an 
aſſertion that berrayes its owne weaknefle : 
whereas if you look onely upon the truth, you 
may happily at the inſtant not finde a full re- 
ſolution to every objeRt.on that may be raiſed 
againſt it ; which proceedeth not from the 


weakneſſe* of the thing , bur from ours, that 


cannot at the firſt ſight look into the bottome 
of 1t- 

You ſee, my Lord, how confident I am with 
you, to tell yon what upon the preſentin ſuch 


ſhortneſs and diſtraction of time occurreth to 


me upon this ſubjeX, which your goodneſle 
hath invited me unto, and I begge- the conti- 
nuance of it,firſt in pardoning me; and next,in 
impartins to me your reflefions upon them , 
which I profeſle ſincerely, I value beyond -any 
mans; and moſt of all, in loveing me as you 
have ever done, which is the happieſt condi- 


My Lord, your Lordſhips moſt humble 
an : moſt ſanthfull ſervaut, K.D- 
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Hen I wrot my Letter, 7 

intended to review and 

copy it z but it held me 

much longer time then J 

deſigned co it. It ſhould 

not have been with my dull head and hand, an 
after-ſuppers work, and after comming home 
from vain entertainment with ſome imperci- 
nent ſhe-wits that moſt tyrannicallyhad ſeized 
upon me: They had tune'd my brains to ſo croſs 
a Key, as afterward all ſerious Images came 
ſo lamely into my fancy, as I may be aſha- 
med to ſend you this rough draught of them, 
and ſo ſlowly halting, as I wasin good faith 
three houres about thoſe blotted and interli.. 
ned ſheets. For it wasan boure paſt midnight 
afore I had done, which was not one to enter 
upon ſo tedious a task, as to lick this abortive 
and miſhapen Embrion into form. And now 
this morning my company calls upon me to be 
Sone,ſo that I am in a ſtrait to appeare before 
your Lordſhip, either extreamly negligent if I - 
deferre till my return to rowne, the anſwering 
of your Letter, and the ſending my Lord 
Ruſſels PiAure z or extreamly indiſcreet , if 
I fend you ſo rude and indigeſted refle- 
cons . upon your ſo judicious and ſtrong 
I diſcourſe, 
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diſcourſe, wherein the inſtances, though your 
Lordſhip be pleaſed rocall them flight ones, 
and ſuch as flow eaſteſt intro a Letter from a 
bad memorie , yer you muſt give me leave to 
believe them the ſtrongeſt and ſharpeſt that 
can be urged upon this ſubje&, and the flower 
and Quintefſence of what Mr. Chillingworth 
and the beſt wits have produced againſt the 
tradition of the Church, and the authority of 
the Fathers, But I will chooſe rather to 
fall into your hands for the latter, then under 
your cenſure for the firſt ; and ſo asking you 
a thouſand pardons, 1 ſend you this, b 

which, all I can hope, ts, that you will at leak 
diſcern in me a great willingneſs to come out 


of your debr in this kinde (ſor all other Iknow 
impoſſible ) chough I am but a flow and im- 
perfet paymaſter : and that you willin ſome 
meaſure, gueſs at what I would ſay if Ihad 
rime to digeſt and range ir as it ſhould be. I 
ſhall here only by way of ſupplement , adde 
this more concerning the AMillenaries (be- 


cauſe I would not render my Letter 
more illegible by new inrerlining it) that 
as I remember 7«ſti;z Martyr himſelf, faith 
itis an opinion not generally beleeved in 
the Church , but that many of the Orthodox 
reje& it; howbeit he profeſſed to hold ir 
for true, and accordingly endeavoureth to 
prove it by authority of Scripture ; all which 

manifeſtly 


{ 22) 
manifeſtly declareth, that 1t was no avowed 
cradition. of the Church from Chriſt ; it: is 
true, Papias ſeemeth ro imitate as though ir 
were in ſome obſcure manner derived from 
Chriſt, bur not as a thing commanded to be 
preached and taugbt. Hetelleth it asa my- 
{terie or ſecret, whiſpered by him to ſome of 
the Apoſtles, whom he would oblige more 
then their fellowes, by imparting ſome thing 
to them for their knowledge, that the reſt 
ſhould be ignorant of. But no ſuch by-rivu. 
let {though it ſhould come from the true founs 
rain ) can ever fall into the main and avowed 
Channell of Eccleijaſtical tradition ; Indeed 
it is likely that Cerinthus the Heretick to ju- 
 ſike his new device in that particular, fathe- 
red i: on Saint fohn as whiſpered to him by 
Chriſt in;conference ; and from him Papias 
that was an eaſlie and ſimple man, taking it, 
paſſed by his name, and vouchſafed only the 
Apolties, which ſome believed as a private 
truth, and others denied, as is apparent. 


Decentber 26-, | Tour Loraſhips moſt hum- 
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Ay Nobleſt Couſin, and beſt friend, 

' Beg your pardon, for making you ſo 
 flowareturnof my humble thanks for 
your excellent Letter of the 26 of De- 
cember ; and I ſhould have needed 

your parden much more, if your fa- 

vours in it had been lefſer.- The excefle of 
them in ſuch variety of obligations, juſtifies me 
inthe leaſure I taketo taſte and enjoy each 
endearing circumſtance apart z weighing and 


comparing with one another the ſeverall des 


lights I ough you, whilſt everywhere I finde 


my ſelf either courted by him 1 love moſt, or 


applauded by himI emulate moſt, or inſtru- 
&ed by the perſon whoſe abilities I admire 
moſt ; and all this by you dear Couſin , the 
prime obje&t of my nobleſt affetions. My 
heart is ſo much affeaed with theſe favours, 


that were this Letter (or rather Volumne, 


whoſe bulk may well affright you with the 
trouble it threatens) filled with nothing bur 
acknowledgements , it would fall as ſhortof 
ſatisfaction ro my ſelf in the thankfull part, 
as I fear it will of giving it you.in the reſt that 
it treats of. But as in the firſt it is impoſſi- 
ble for me to utter the hundredth part of my 


thoughts, ſo inthe other could I expreſs all 
and more then ever I canthink of, I ſhould 


yet deſpair of efficacy to convince you by any 
wm | thing | 


(24) 


thing that can low from a Pen animated with 
ſuch dull” refleFions:as mine, which - here ' 
notwithſtanding l venture to ſet down chief- 
ly in obedience to your commands in the cloſe 
of your Letter”, and partly through fear thar 
I might elſe in ſome kinde incurrthe tax, ei- 
ther of Hypocrify if I ſhould by filence con. 
feſs an aſſent in Matters of Religion where 
T am not convinced : or of perverſneſs, ſhould 
Idifſent without ſhewing cauſe for it ; which 
I ſhall here endeavour to manifeſt, but ill 
with this proteſtation , that could I admit of 
ſuch adoxarin, thatin the affiirs of our faith 
I ought to be ſwayed by any humane authori- 
ty, either ofone or many , I ſhould ar this in- 
ſtant publiſh a valedifion to my opinions, 
what great wits ſoever may ſuſtain them, as 
willingly as I dv here grant you the prehemi- 
nence above the higheſt that 1 have known. 
And here in che firt place I do moſt hear- 
tily with I coald concur wich you in all the 
reſt, as I doin the Introduction of your di- 
ſcourſe, that ſo I might be united co you in 
opinion, as I am moſt intirely in affe&tion. I 
joyne with you in full admiration of the Pie- 
cy, Learning, and integrity of thoſe reve- 
rend Fathers of the Church , whoſe Lives, 
whoſe Zeales, whoſe Deaths abundantly me- 
rited that ritle with everlaſting celeberations 
of cheir memories ; their veracity I attribute 
ra | infinicely 
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infinitely unto , from/a due conſideration of 
all thoſe happy circumſtances wherewith your 
eloquence authorizesit. You cannot aggra- 


vatetheir impieties enouph , who wonld of- 


fer to exclude ſuch Sages from being witneſſes 


in the moſt important matters vf Religion : Tf 


any former ſlip of my 'pen can be but wreſted 
to ſuch an injuſtice, ler me purge my ſelf by a 
ſolemn Recantation. But I hope my words 
imported not any fuch ſenſe, Iam ſure my 


ſenſe intended not any ſuch words; thoſe of *© 
my Letter were as | remember, that 1 could 


not admit them for witneſſes Aurhentick e- 
nough , whereon to paſsa Verdi& in many 
caſes of Religion : ' Wherein by'two reſtriti- 
ons , I am ſafely protected from ary juſt im- 
putation of ſo unjult a negative, ſince the one 
by the very exception of many caſes, attributes 


' totheir teſtimony a validity in many , the 0- 
ther allows ic an inducing power in the very 


denying it aconvincing one, and trends no 
way t6 anexclaſion', bitt:only to a qualifcari- 
on of their evidence. Many indeed are the ca- 
ſes wherein I hold their Teſt monials molt 


. facred and anqueſtionabte; ſuch are the grand 
Fundamentals of Chriftamty , the doctrine 
"- of believing in one-God, of the Incarnation, 
12 the Paſſion, the ReſurreQion, and ſome other 


hop | Theſe (to uſe your ownterms) were mat- 


the conſtitutive Articles of Chriſtian Faith. 


cers 
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ters indeed that 'concern'd their Art. and 
Trade, matters indeed whereon their own atid 
their poſterities Salvation undoubtedly de. 
pended, matters indeed that challenged their . 
whole care and attention, both to receive them 
rightly , and transferr them faithfully. ' In 
theſe, when they tell us (as they often do 
plainly and unanimouſly ) what they were 
raught , and what they found believed gene- 
rally through the whole Church : Let their 
affirmation be as definitive as Pythagoras's to 
his Diſciples; in theſe it is roo mild a. word to 
ſay , have they not reaſon to take it unkindly 
ro be rejected? Beit ſacrilege but to queſtion 
their veracity ; but on the other ſide many ca- 
ſes too there are wherein I can in no wiſe 
venter to give ſentence upon their evidence ; 
Such are moſt, if not all the now controverted 
poynts berween the. Rewi/h Church and 
ours ; and as in my former Letter, levelling 
attheſe, Icould not admit the Fathers for 
witnefles auchentical enough, whereon to paſs 
a Verdict in nzany caſes of Religion ; ſo like- 
wiſe | muſt again profeſs in this, that Iam as 
farr asever from allowing them in theſe ſuch 
a determining or convincing Authority ; wit- 
neſles of ſuch an over ruling teſtimony, though 
they bear the name of witneſſes, are judges 
inefteX, and they do give the Law , though 
another pronounce it. Now to be Judges, 
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I could cite you many paſſages wherein tliey 
themſelves do utterly renounce the pretenſi- 
on; and-you fay your ſelf, that their mode- 
ſty will not let them be troubled when chey 
are recnſed for ſuch. Neither will } wrong 
that vertue of theirs ſo much, as to embrace 
their teſtimonies with any. cloſer adherence 
then it ſelf. deſires. For be they what.chey 
willin point of interpreting to us the Docarins 
of Church and Scripture, I am ſere they-are 
the beſt declarers and limiters of their own, 
both for their proper ſenſe,and the degrees of 
our receiving them. Now that I have ex- 
plained the ſenſe of my former Letter, let me 
tell you the deſigne both of thar and this; Ir 
was tO expreſs unto you inthe senerall (1n- 
duſtriouſly avoiding particular queſtions) Ll ow 
lictle certainty or ſatisfaction , 1 think, can be 


urch:W' found on either ſide, that ſhall rely on the 
level Fathers teſtimonies tor a clear-determination 
thers i of our differences, ] confeſs I lanchrt into the 
on topl Ocean of them with eager hopes of ſuch a dif- 
- ſo Ii covery, and from them at length can draw 
nat I 201 juſt as certain concluſions as Sea-men of the 
theſeſnd Soyle and dimenſions of old Braſil 
ity; The reaſons prevalent with me of the un- 
ys thouf certainty, Or rather in my conceit jmpoſlibi- 


re judFlity of drawing out of the Fathers any ſuck. 
b: chouf proofs either way in our controverſ es, where- 

Judge 6n an inguiring and jrdicicus perſer ſhould be 
FN od obliged 


— 


obliged to relie and acquieſce, are ſo amply * ht * 


and ſo learnedly ſet down by Mr. Dalby in 
Emploides peres, that I think little of mate- | 


rial or weighty can be faid on this Subje&, & Jam 
that his rare and peircing obſervation hath #I#MWAL 


not anticipated : But becauſe you will expe& 
from me ſomewhat more then a bare refe- 
rence, take in ſhort the chief inducements 
] will ſet down as briefly and perſpicuouſly as 
I can ; not to1nſiſt upon the more frequent 
ones, namely , the few writings extant of | 
the Primitive Do&ors of the firſt, ſecond, and 

third ages of Chriſt; The many ſuppoſiti- I 
' tious , children that bear the name of Fathers, 
they do not ſo much as Ore refer; the alterati- 
ons , raſures, and inſertions which through 
isnorance, fraud or maliciouſneſs, have deta- 
ced, maimed, and corrupted even thoſe few 
monuments that.remain of venerable antiqui- 
ty; 1 ſay, (not ro dwell upon theſe , ſuppo- 
ſing that in your fair and noble way of ratioci- 
nation, you will not draw arguments from 


any, but ſuch as are on both ſides received for . It;-And! 


intire and lepitimate pieces, differences being 
rightly reconciſeable only by ſuch mediums as 
both parties conſent in) thoſe which ſeem of 
greateſt force with me to invalidate their au> 
thority in our queſiions,are theſe Four. 
Firſt, Their contradictions to one another, 
. Secondly, Their variance from themſelves. 


, 


= BM OM | ( 29) | 
ſo uw Thirdly, their repugnances:both to Pai 
Daly pilts and Proteſtants. -—_ -: 

of 


bob + Fourchly; and laſtly., Their-want: of ability+- 
MF in-many.points of our controverſies ;- in moſt; - 
= of wil to decide then. - m1. 5.001134 
{ -Their-thwartings''of :one; another. both :in+ 
 thein writings, .'and votes /inCaincels; will 
caſily..appear to any man. that: ſhall. butiwiths; 
- indifferent obſervat:on ſurvey their works ) 
| and, chisin matters of governnienty of practile, 
and-of belief, -which are the three particulars, 
| wherein you' adviſe me ont of; the Fathers to 
| judge the conformicy-of - your: Church', or. 
{ onrseo antiquity, ,. things, 
z For their Clajhingsin point of:government, 
1 throo) to name-the ſuperiority :of the Sea of Rome" 
nave de will be enough to; call co your-meniory::the 
thoſe & Epiſtles of * Leo contrary to the + zzjp," gx, ug® 
antiqgj 28. Canon of the Fathers of the- yr5aryak 56 fag, 
, ſupp Councel of Ca/cedon , who thad. Putcher.” $61/ad"! 
of ratio elevated that of {onſtantineple  Zlentine. $14; ad:! 
ats rl £2; an equal, height with the -0-;, Jn 0 
eivedf{ ther : And likewiſe thoſe [Epiſtles of: Gregiy- »_ 
x5 beill the great, 2 2:4d Manrit.. 3%; Conſtant: £ 2g + 
eding| Wherein he 'enveighs in ſharps terms: againſt - * 
ſeent Whoſoever ſhould take upon: him.thetirle"of 
_ Univerſal Biſhop 5 hardly: reconcileable: with 


. 


ar, | choſe paſſages of the Fathers that the Roman ' 
anothd Doctors cite: for the Popes: ſupremacy'; and 
mſckes leaſt of all which the practice of Boniface the 


Third} E/ HH. 3d; that 


(30) 
3d, that ſoon after aſſumed the Appellation. 

To name the queſtion of Appeals to Rome 
will ſuffice to: draw an acknonledgment from 
you, of the great conteſiations between the 
African Biſhops and the Roman , condemn- 
ingthar point'; which was likewiſe oppoſitely 
decreed by the Synods of Sarazs and Calce- 
don. {oncil, 'Sard. Can. 3. 2Concil. Calced. 
CLIN -: 

To name the'ele&tion' of Biſhops , will be 
ſufficient ro-recal'to your thoughts the dire& 
oppoſition in that point of the-Fathers, of the 
eighth Generall:Councell, in their two and 
Epi.C8-p-n66 twentieth Canon , ' againſt what 

5 -  3*-(prian taught at large to be 


olick tradition 3 to wit , that the peo--* 
ple /hould-haverheir votes alſo in the: choice 
of Biſhops; _ © 3 64 Sa 


(4 


And aſtly;notto dwell roo long upon the leaſt 
material point, you will eaſily be put in minde, 


how vthat which'.is delivered by many, and 
particulafly by-:Zphiphanins, . p. 908. againſt ' 
Arxizs "tor a received :ſenſe* of the Church, 
rouching the preeminence:of-a Biſhop. above a 


Iucdsare from 
(aſtbut your 


Cont, Cel 
z0f Angels 
the Scripture 
ſhould bec 
hip them: 


&)be che con 
(elresal pr 
Aops, are to 


Presbyrer,.isflatly.impugned by'S:'? erom, Ep. Wgels, 


2a Occan;s3.p.614:and others.. ' 


_ Their'claſhings about: matters of practice | 


axe-al:ogetheras'obvious, Þ- © 


- Call - bur -to:minde Yidrs heats againſt - | | i 
the. Biihops of Afia, touching the-obſervance: Dy 
$41 : | "Þ of " h 
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\ of Eaſter day. Tatianw and Tertulliay's te- 
nenits concerning marriage , againſt the opini= 
| on of ſo many Fathers as would be endleſs to 
* name: But becauſe the firſt was declared an- 
Heretick for holding all marriage pollution, 
& the laſt for eſteeming the ſecond unlawful;I 
; beſeech youturn over S. 7erem's Epiſtles to 
: Furia,to A gerachia, and weigh ſome paſlages 
\. in his firſt book againſt Fovinian -And then tell 
| menot how far he is from making Marriage - 
'+ a Sacrament of the Church ; bur how far his . 
' words are from importing the others Hereſy. . 
\ Caſtbut your Eie upon that paſlage of 0ri- 
'- gen, Cont. Celſ.l.5.to p. 479« Where ſpeak- - 
/ in2of Angels , he ſaich, that in conſiderati- 
-.. onof their divine nature , they are ſometimes 
” inthe Scriptures called gods,bur nor fo as that 
'.,-q; We ſhould be commanded to adore them, or 
e'-- worſhip them with divine honors, although 
mow. they be che conveyers ofGods gifts unto us: for | 
» *:. al deſires,al prayers,al deprecations,al thank(- 
"/ givings, are to be ſent up to God the Lord 
| ofall rhings, by the high Prieſt who is above . 
Doie*! ail Angels » who is the living Word and God, 
1; Be pleaſed likewiſe to conſider the 394.pag.0f 
' + Athanaſiis in his firſt Oration againlt the Ap. 
practi! ,;.; ; Where he teaches that God onely is tg 
+ " | deworſhipped , &c. And inform me how x 
ſhall comprimiſe the matter betwixt theg 
bi and thoſe paſſages of other Fachers alledgeq 


C2 by 


(32) 
by Bellarmine , for the worſhip and invocatt- 
on of Saints: :L, de Beatitudine ſanttornm. c. 
1 2; ' Where thoſe which he cites0ur. of- 74+ 
fine and Anguſtineare not like the reſt fo1m- 
pertinent , but they may ſtand in-ſome oppo-: 
fition.w-ch che. two above mentioned. J 
Let. me bur remember. you of rhe opinton- ' 
that Heretiks ought to be - baptized, ſo con- 
tradicted by Optatus , by Auſtine , and gene- | 
rally by alt chat impugne the Dozariſts, which: . ihe 
was notwithſtanding moſt peremrorily main- 
cained by Teriullian, Cyprian Ep. ad Pomr- 
eium,@ Firmilian, (0 far as that ( yprian 
for this cauſe brake into molt notorious heats 
againſts Srephanxs Bithop of Rome;(buth Ste- ' I: 
phanus and Cyprian , - urging tradition for 
contrary. Docrines ) and Firmilian againit i likewi 
allthe Roman-Church in general, ſaying,in an Rd 2h 
Epiſtle: of.his; *which- is the ſeventy fifth a-" [age 
mopg Cyprian's works; that Rome did notin os 
all things obſerve, the tradition of the Apo- | 
ſtles, and in'vain boaſted of their Auchority, : 
Accord I beſeech you that paſſage of S. Ay. . 
ſin, Sern. 17. de verbis Apoſt. (Injuria eff 
pro Martyre orare ) with the practiſe of the. 
Church in that point, which appears to have Ik; 5. 
been general, and is recorded in divers of the 1j,- 
Fathers; ds Clemens,Cyprian, Auftin 1 7.SErM. a 
de verbo Apoſt. and particularly by E piphani- Ine 
_ % againſt Aerizs , p. 911, Laſtly, in point of * ] | 
con-” 


«Their c0 
afinite; 1 


We  ©9, WD) 
IOCatt- | confeſſion-&'pen1 tencebe pleaſed ta corfront 


FAM. (i. 


offi. thoſe paſlages of Chry/oſtome : 'Homil; .de 
ſou; | P'® nit- & confeſſ. Itisnor neceſſary '(ſaith:he) 
op) Ebat thou'ſhoujdeſt confeſle 'in the preſence-pf 
© PF. - wicreſſes; let the inquiry of thy offeiices be 


 ,.-, .madeinthy thought, let this judgement: bee 
| Spec without a witnefle, let God only ſee thee'con- 
1 wn'd feſſing. And. again, in Epiſt. ad Heb. c. 12. 
F oil ; Hom.31.1donot ſay to thee,bring thy ſelf up- 
5, we! onthe Stage, nor accuſe'thy ſelfe unto others ; 
ly my: and likewiſe that of St. Augesſtine, Confeſſ.lih. ® 
hs 10.c4p.3. What have ] todoe with men, that 
Ad they ſhould hear my Confeſſions , as though 
"a8 ey they could heal my diſeaſes ? Be pleaſed, I ſay, 
both $t# to confront theſe:with ſome paſſages of orher 
a4tion for. Fathers cited by Arcxdius upon thar ſubjet; 
mn againk and likewiſe by Bellarmine [: 3.c_ 2. de Pant- 
yingi0 ,2,:54. and confeſſe the Fathers in matter of 
ty fit! practiſe, as well as of government, irreconcile- 
did nol) able. 
the Ap . Their contradictions in matters of Belief,are 
\uchority *infinice; I ſhal only ſumme up ſuch as 1 eſteem 
of S 4# moſt important, either in- the points them- 
1nuria th, ſelves which they concern,or in relation to our 
Aiſe of ti; controverſies in the Doctrine of the Trinity : 
rs to al That of 7aſtine Martyr, p. 357: againſt 7ry- 
vers oft! phox, which cannor be ſalved from making a 
;n 17.58, diſtinion of Nature betwizt the Father and 
; Eph the Son: That of Tertullian, adverſ. Prax. 
\ jnpolit® 6.9, Io. Pater tota ſubſtantia eft, Filings vero 
wp: 08 C2 derivatio 


* w* 


34 
derivatio totins & portio; and many other 
'-paſlages in the. ſame Book : That of Origen 
 tratt.in Joan. tom. 3. where he implies little 
leſs, as Genebrard obſerves, then that the Fa. 
ther is as much above the Sonne and the Holy 
Ghoſt, as they above the Creatures. That of 
T heodoret,part 3. Concil. Epheſ.p. 496. where 
refuting Cyri/s ninth Azathema, he ſaith, that | 
in it Cyri/ doth anathemarize all the Apoſtles, wh 
ind the Arch-Angel Gabriel himſelfe ; whilſt 
impiouſly and blaſphemouſly , (they are his 
words) he curſeth ſuch as doe not believe the 
Holy Ghoſt to proceed from the Sonne : I can 
eaſilier accord theſe Doctors with Arrizs, 
then with Athana/izs , or the three hundred 
and eighteenth Fathers of the firſt Nicexe |: 
Councell : of the ſtate of the Soule after death, 
in point of reward and puni/hment;; and like- 
wiſe concerning Chriſts deſcent into Hell; 1 
could here cite you multitudes of oppoſitions; 
but 1 ſhall have occaſion to ſpeake of theſe in bl, 
another place. A gs ORR 


*. Laſtly; touching the Enchariſt, ia my opini- 
on, the moſt imporrant Article of any we dif- 
fer in, let me marſhall up the Fathers oppoli- 
tions ſomewhat moreat large, ' That of ?#ſtin F, 
in Apol. 2.The ſanRified food{ſaith he)where- 
. with our fleſhand blood by converſion, are 1% 
nourithed, weare taught to be the fleſh and 
.alood of Jeſus incarnate » being made ſuch by I'® 
ob & WT ns - abs ao. che ſt 
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the word of prayer , after the ſame manner as 


| Teſus Chriſt our Saviour by the Word of God 


rook on him fleſh and blood for our ſalvation. 
How will it ſuit with the latter part of the 
fortieth Chapt.of Terrull. lib. 4. againſt Mar- 
6:01, where his whole Argament runs upon 
this, That 1n the Euchariſt , the Bread and 
Wine are the figure and repreſentation of 
Chriſts Body , ( for it would have been a very 
extravagant argument to one that denied, as 
Marcien did , Chriſt himſelfe to have a body 
of fleſh , to alledge that bread was the fleſh of 
his body) his words are, Having profelſt(ſaith 

he ſpeaking of our Saviour) a deſire co eat the 
Paſſover, he took bread, and having diſtributed , 
it to his Diſciples, he made it his body, ſaying, 

T his ts my Body, that is, the figure of my Bo- 

dy ; of which it could not have been the Fi-. 
pure , if he had not in truth a Body. And a- 

gain, with that other paſſage of the ſame Au- 


. thor,/ib.de anima, chap.14. The taſte of the 


Wine which he conſecrated for a memoriall 
of his blood : and alſo with that. /ib.1. againſt 
Marciox.cap.14. The bread by which he re- 


preſents his body ; I dare not tranſlate the reſt, 


Etiam in ſacraments propriu egens menaici- 
tatibus creators. Survey that paſſage of Cyri/- 
lus Hieroſol.Catech.cap.4. Under the form of 


Bread, his Body is given thee ; and under the 


form of Wine, his Blood. And again, know- 
'S 4 | ing 


(39) 
ing,.and holding this for .a: certainty , that the 
- bread which we ſee is: not-bread ,-chongh- our 
taſte finde it to be ſo ::So-:how this will found 
- with that; place of St. Azfti» .upon the 98. 
Pſalm , where the ibringeth in our Saviour 
ſpeaking of this matter afrer this manner: You 


ſhallnot eat of this. body which you fee, nor 


drink that blood which they ſhall ſhed which 
will crucifie me z I have commended a certain 
Sacrament unto.you, that;being ſpiritually un- 
derſtood, will quicken you. 2s 
| Next, coulider thoſe paſſages of Gregory 
N:ſſene,quoted by Bel/armin;we believe (faith 
he) the Bread rightly ſanRified by the Word 
. of God, to be.changed intothe Body of God 
the Word. And again a hitle afrer, This doth 
the vertue ofithe benediRtion effet, changing 
. the nature of what we ſee (Bread arid Wine) 


into the Body» of the Lord : To which I op- {heli 


-poſe that of Theodoret, Dialog. 2. The myſti- 
call Symbols are not removed from their own 
nature after ſanRification; but remain in 
their former ſubſtance, form and figure ; And | ne 
Dialog. 1: Our Lord, faith hee, in delivering | x 

thoſe myſteries, called the bread Body; and 
the mixture in the Cup,, Blood ; And ſoon 
after ſaith he, our Saviour inverted the n2mes, 
Siving to his:Body the name of Symbole, and 
to the Symbole the name of his Body ; ſo ha- 
ving named himſelf Vine, he called che Sym- | 


(37) 


boleiBlood. Next letns confront that of Chry- 
ſoftome:-Hom de Encentiis; 1s it bread that you 
ſee? isitwine> dothey go into the privie 
ike other meats > away with ſuch a thought; 
for'aswax being, put into the'fire, unites iCſelf = 


» that 
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ithegs, 
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» Changity 
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ſo-in ſubſtance-to it, that nothing thereof re- 


-mains; ſo imagin here that the myſteries are 
-ſwallowed :up in the ſubſtance of the boy: 
Therefore -when you approach -thereunto, 


think not-that you' receive the divine body'ds 


. from man, bur fire-from the pincers of :the Se- 


raphime which E/ax ſaw ; ſo' think that you 
partake of the divine-body, as if you joynell 
your lips to-his pure and ſpotleſs fide. od 

:Confront this with that of Or:igeriin Cap. 


- 15, Matth. As nothing (ſayes he is impure 


inic ſelſe , but is made fo to the pollured and 
1ncredulous, by his own uncleannefſs and un- 
beliefe.;:ſo, neither doth that which is ſanRi- 
fied by the Word of God and Prayer, -in its 
own nature ſanifie himſthat uſeth ic. And 
for as much as belongs to that eating, we are 
neither defrauded of any good by the not 
eating, nor enricht with any good by the ea- 


|  ting-of the ſanAified bread , which for as 


much as it hath of materials, goes into- the 
belly, and the privie, but becomes uſefull and 
effeuall according to the proportion of faith, 
making the ſoul perſpicacious and conſitle- 
rate of what is profitable. FEOnY 


Laſtly, 


(38) 


Laſtly, to conclude this point, let me ſet be- 'F5z.7 
fore you, Macarins Howil. 17. and Theephy- {huh 
latt, more remote from one another in this $1, 
Article of Faith, then in the times wherein H, 


they lived : Macarimz telling us that we offer |, 
Bread and Wine the 4yriwmToy of his Fleſh and } 


Blood ; and they which are partakers of the F*- % 
viſible bread, doe eat the fleſh of the Lord ſpi- $*! he 
ritvally. And Theephylatt teaching the direAs Fe. 

ly contrrary Docrine upon the 6. of St. Fohn: Þ; 


Note here (fayes he) that the bread which we F 


eat in the myſteries, is not «&y7wmroy of the I 


Lords fleſh , bat the very fleſh of the Lord ; #? 


and let no body be troubled , that the Bread M&myin 
ſhould be believed fleſh, ſince the bread which >" 
he did eat when he walked here, was altered. * ( 


into his body,and made the ſame with his ho- 
ly fleſh ; ſo would the wafer be turned into his 
fleſh, if Chriſt as man did ear ir,will the verieſt- 
Sacramentary ſay. 
I have inſiſted che longer upon this particu» | 
lar, asconceivins it the higheſt poinc of all ' 
our Controverſies, and wherein the Fathers 
ſhould have moſt oþliged us, had they left Þ 
to poſterity a right and unanimous intelli- ? 
gence of that great myſtery of the Euchariſt : 
But the certaineſt concluſion I can draw from 


them in this and the re!t,, is of the uncertain- x $ At) 


ty of concluding any thing in our differences, 
from thoſe thac differ ſo much amongſt them- 
ſelves. 
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ſelves. Juſtin Martyr in Orat. Cohort, ad 
Gent,Tids £00485 T3 owtegm Proves may Temuy 
oem Suyagu my ami groorCerty wayMdyer of 
und” fauThs Toa, JueYirmw!, T0 Wh es dNMAG 
camdCay wind” whayTior Ths a MiAwy paiver Potng. 
He ſhould have tay vote for a rare Muſician, 
that could contrive thoſe their diſcords into a 
Harmony, fit to be the meaſure either of our 
practice or beliefe. 

My next reaſon is, the Fathers variance from 
themſelves, a quality of much more preju- 
dice to them then the other : for upon contra- 
dition of teſtimonies, how point-blank ſoever 


 aJudge may fal ro examine the fame and repus 


ted integrity of the witneſſes, in which if he 
find a difference, he will not ſtick many times to 


. pronounce a ſentence according to the intire 


credit of the men, but who will ever give 
judgement npon ones evidence who in the 
ſame buſineſle is found in contrary tales ? And 
here I could run over molt of the matertaleſt 
points wheretn 1 made my former inſtances, 
and produce almoſt out of every Father pro & 
con examples, not vnely of variance, but al- 
moſt of as eminent contradiction as that of St. 
eAuguftine concerning Purgatory, 1n Serm. 
232, de Tempore , where he flatly denies that 
therets any third place beſides Heaven and 
Hell, calling them deceivers that teach ic, And 
likewiſe in his 21. Book de Cipitate Det, 

Mecthaadh TR cap. 


(49) 


cap. 16. where he abſolutely-rejeRs the opi- {A 


nion of any Purgatory flames -before the day 


of Judgement, to another. paſſage in Cap. 24, Wie 


of L:b.21.de Civitate Dei, where he-ſeemes Y 
poſitively to athirm it himſelf : but I forbear, | 


inreSard'itwould be tedious, and likewiſe for 8 


that Tam titiwilling © preſs a point of dero- Þ 
gation froth thoſe holy Fathers(whom I reve- ' 


rence)further then I needs muſt, it being ſuf. 9 og 
06 nODICK 


ficietit for Whar 1intend to inferre , char'they 
"appear offetitimes to varie from their owne ! 


poſitions ih'divers Articles that we diſpute of, Bip? 
and others as fully important z in which I K$1*%9! 
may be well 'excuſed from the trouble to us 831% 
both of alledging examples , ſince Genebrard 


and Pamelixs thought it their beſt courle to ? 


purge,the one (Origen) the other (Tertulli- Xl | 


az) from groſle and impious errours in many 
places, by ſhewins how they teach the cleane Þ 
contrary in others; though by the way I muſt Þ 

needs ſay, that Pamelivs his manner appears 
eo be very extravagant ; for as to ſome poyſo- 
nous 'doarines of Tertullian, a Montavnift,he 
rightly applies a cure from ſome other paſſage 


of Tertulliax a Catholick;ſo at other times.to M® 
what he thought venomous in Tertulliana $ dj 
.Catholick, . he prepoſterouſly preſcribes an Fant 


Antidote out of Tertallian an Heretick, as 
you may ſee in the eighth of his Paracoxes, 
where he confutes an errour in his Apologe- 
I” | tique 


Le creo. | ———__— 


2. (41) 
they) r1que , and ae Teſtimouio Animg.z Bookes... 
rethedy, which char Father wrote being a. Catholicke, , 
n-Cap.24, with a paſlage of his Book. ae Anima, cOmpo=- 
be.feems's ſed when he was turned Cataphrygian; and. 
I'fordex, yer who ſo forward as Pamelins, _ when.any.. 
kewiſefy, PaVſage in ſuch bookes make for us to.cry,out,; . 
of dery) ®Way withit, 'twasa ſaying of Tertallias, a: 
bm Trex Montaniſt : I may well belp my cauſe, the 
being fat beſt 1 can, by this unſerledneſs of . the: Fathers, 
pea ſince the noblelt Pillar of the Roman Church, . 
heir own, Cardinal Peroz, fo often wreſts their variance - 
liſpute « trom thernſelves ſo much to the adyantage. of | 
bs hel Nis. See how in. his reply to King ?ames, | p. 
able to'u! 374+, he makes bold with Gregory ,the Great, 
Genelrgl With Suſſinus,with Ferome touching the Mac- 
courſes, £49465 reception into the Canon;, wherein I 
(Tertul;\ %0e not think him more inthe. wrong, in the. 
rein ma particular, then I beleeve him rightinthe ge- 
the cleart! nerall, (to wit)that the Fathers did often vary 
nay 1 mull their, opinions , according to their; ſeveral 
er appeab!: greenneſs or maturity of ſtudies,from whence. 
me poyld Vincentius Lyrenenſis his direQions will. fol- 
ontanift low, cont, here(.c. 39. Thatthe Fathers. depo- 
 litions are onely to be taken who living in the _. 
Catholick Faith and Communion holily.and - 
ii Wiſely, did-conftantly teach ,and perſiſt even. 
1. untill cheir death in Chriſt, and further ſuch. 
only as did receive,preſerve,.and deliver their. 
} dodrines all or the greateſt part,and manifeſts. 
"1 ly, andinone and the ſame ſenſe;. Wren + 
WW ; | what 
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what uſe ſoever ſome Papiſts make of that. 


paſſage , I profeſſe | think we are ſomewhat 
lefſe beholding. to him for the certainty of a 
rule and evidence to guide our faith by, then 
ro eArchimedes for his Engine to remove 
the World :: For the Mathemaritian dif- 
abuſes us, and declares that there 1s not a ſolid 
place to be found whereon to fix his Inſtru- 
ment, but th*other leaves us to that vain ſearch 
of an impoſſibility;for truly as the caſe ſtands, 
T cannot think it leſs then an impoſlibility to 
know ( with any compztent: afſurance) what 
(inall or almoſt any of our debated queſti- 
ons) the Fathers hold with all thoſe ſolid 
circumſtances whereon. V:izcentins his rule is 
Srounded,of Holineſs, W:{dom,Catholickneſs, 
:immucability of the reachers , and perperual 
identitie of the doctrins ſenſe, if with years 
they all improved, I might be comforted a 
little by relying of their laſt ditamens ; bur 
as I find a S. Anguſtin that with age retracted 
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his errors , ſo onthe other fide I meet with a ' Pall 
Tertullianthar'going forward in years and ex- | A 
perience , went leſs in his judgement 5 how t hat | 
happie ſhould we both be in ohe, that Piketiques, 
could afſure-us in the Legion of Fathers, Kiulywhe 


when was the verticle poitit of each their eru- 


dition, whether at their ſummer or winter al 
ſollitce 3 if I give you the notes of ir and tell  {xthups 
you then only you have it certain, when chey -- MW? 


are 
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of tha | afe ina periect and palpable conjunction with 
omenhac | Scripture, you will think it but an imperfe&& 
inty ofa indication ; if you ſay that then they were 
by, then ativd to the high point of their petfeRion, 
"emo. When they were once exaQtly inſtructed in the 
tian di, | full ſence of the Church, 1 muſt not admit of 
ot a ſolid | that marke whilſt you are proving the 
is Inſtr, Churches reception by theirs ; and cherefore 
Gin arcs If you pleaſe, let us both agree» that for either 
ſe tandy, | Of. us here is no reſolving evidence to be 
bility to taken from the Fathers, that are ſo irreſolute 
ce) whit! themſelves; when you meer with a paſſage 
d queſt inany of them that ſtands not with year be- 
ofe ſolid} 11Ef,conceive their judgement not ripe, or rot- 


1 


his roles) "© when they write it, or that their recart 


olickneſ, tations are loſt ; the ſame liberty ſhall f cake 
rerperial| 12.mine ; for truly had: Saint Auſtins ad- 
nichyeat| mirable monument of humble genity (as 
forted 4) well as high erudition) his RetraRarions pe 


| riſhed as Origens, which as Saint Jerome ſaith, 


ens; bit} 1 CEE” ; . 
Dera e had made in an Epiſtle to Fa- x, 4g 


eel with. bian Biſhop of Rowe ,did before Tamach. 
'; .,} bim;Saint 4ftiz might perbaps © 

rsander} po Y night perhaps __.* 
int ; bot have had a place in. ſomie ochers Catalogue | 
ne _ tht of hereriques, as well as Saint Orzgez in his; 

varhers | And truly who canſecure us thar the like miſ- 
"Heir eri-| hap hath nor befallen orhers of the Farhers, | 
or wintel} 2 taxable with etronious doctrins , by the 
* and tell} 195 perhaps of ſome after-ſurvey of cheir own | 
-hett hef1 works e 
aref My 
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My Third conſideration is of the Fathers lat 
vicioaſneſs and repugnanciesto the Govern- giber Lo 
merit, practiſe, and belief, of both the Romiſh, Jyekoow 
Clivrch and ours; In which Ihave prevent: {yan2c 
etl the need of examples by many, of the.in-_ 
ſtances, both of my former Letter and this,as' 
thar of the equalirie of Biſhops .& Presbyters;. 
chat of rebaprizing, that-of Angels, that of the. 
Millenaries, &c.to which I will only adde, that 
which ſo many and moſt particularly S. Aſtin. 

delivers of the neceſſity ofchildrens partak- | opt 
ins of the Euchariſt, and his rigor againſt in- ed, in 
fints unbaptized ; ſome of which I take'to be... dll 
bettrnes, all more then motes, fit to be remo-- hymiaati 
ved out of their eyes, before we can with rea*. yd, of 


ſon reſigne up our own ſences to their gui- ladulget 
dirice and manuduQion.. |, ..,«:i Jour cont! 

My Fourth concluding reaſon, is , the want. tto m 
of ability in many of the Fathers , in molt: of, | years af 


will to determine the points of controverſe {IP Antarti 


and this I hope 1 may ſafely affirm without: 
wrong, either to their abilities or good wills, 
A gener#l and potential abilicy-to reſ@lve dif. 
ficulties every ſtrong reaſon includes, if in the: þ 
particulars wherein it ſhould be brought, 
forth unto a&, there concur (upon propoſal): 
means of informing ones ſelf, and a will to: 
uſe it : Such an ability thoſe. learried Fathers, ſy 
( rich inall the choyce endowments of ſoule) ; 
had in moſt ſingular eminence; and as itwere., 
madneſs'| 


mr, t 
| th but as 
it to 
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madneſs to rob them of thoſe ,, fo I think its 
neither Logicall;nor prudential , becauſe they 
were knowing in the general , to attribute to 
them an acual ability to diſcern ſuch particu - 
lar queſtions,wherein it is ſofar from appea- 
rivs that the y had the means of infortning 
themſelves, or the will to uſe them; that & ſee 
no ſignes that 1n their ages they were everin 
propoſal ;z ſuch and ſo farr from agitation or 
controverſie { the parents that give life and 
a& to particular abilities) were, as I am pet- 


# faded, in the Primitive times the dodrins of 
& infallibility annexed to a Church of any one 


denomination, of adoring the Euchariſt for 
God , of Purgatory with its complements, 
; of Indulgences, and many other choice points 


-.4 of our controverſies; All which ] profeſs ap- 


| pear” to me as unthought of for the firſt 


i & 500.years after Chriſt, as the Antipodes, or 


the Arntartique pole to Laftantins , or Fuſtin 

Martyr ,. that took the heavens to be to the. 
earth bur as the flar cover of a box ; I'ntheſe 
TI take it tobe of no more derogation from 
them to denie their deciding abilities, thento 
ſay that they were not able to leave to poſteri- 
ty, anexact Mapp of eAmerica, which was 


| ll's not diſcovered in ſo many hundred years af- 


ter : ſo farris it from an injuriovs detraction, 

thatto imagin them ſtudious, definitive, or 

ative in queſtions hardly ever moved , om 
a 
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' had neither profeft maintainers or impugners2 
were to imagine them idle, and Aite-beaters. 
No marvell that to decide ſuch,. they ſhould 


want wills, having neither means nor occaſion. 


to aQuate their abilities z or that they ſhould 
want abilities, having no provocations that 
might ſtimulare their wills. Thoſe primitive 
Champions of the-Goſpel, the Fathers of the 
firſt 400. yeares, who in this buſineſſe are moſt 


to be conſulted with, had their time, their in- | 


duſtry , their pens ſo inceſſantly exerciſed a- 
gainſt the common enemy of Chriſt, the Jewes 
and Gentiles,or elſe againſt thoſe heynous He- 
retiques,that pretended the name of Chriſtia- 
nity , but tended to the utter ſabverſion of 
it, as the Ebzonites, the Samoſatenians, Gne- 
ſtiques, the Marcioniſts, and divers other 


blaſphemous or Chimerical Innovators, that 


they had little leaſure to raiſe to themſelves 
imaginary enemies to combate with in ſuch 
ſlight and triviall points as theſe we diſpute of; 
or if perchance any ſuch were preſented, little 
care to ſubdue them. Burt that I may not be 
thought to frame a diſcourſe upon two falſe 
ſuppoſitions :. The one, that our controverted 
points are of. Articles of Religion little ma- 
ceriall ; the other, that in the primitive times 
| there were few of them in agitation, or negle- 
| edifthey were ; let me tell you what indu- 
ceth me to think ſlo, IN 
For 
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Jupners | - Fot the fiſt, that they were in themſelves 
Rexters. | ſittle matetial,or at leaſt ſo thought by the Fa- 
ſhoull | thers(which is all one for onr purpoſe)though 


dccaih., now I confefle grown highly important by be- 

 ſhoul! {6p injoyned many of them under the pain of 

ns. thit| ,;Leathemsa's,ro be believed as effentiali to ſal- 

rm; yarion, I colle& ont of a ſurvey of all thoſe an- 

$0f the} cient; yea and more modern rolls (where it is 

are moſt likely all neceflary points of faith or praQice 

their] would be recorded) where finding no newes 

rciſed +| atall ofthem , IT think I may ſafely conclude 

he Jews! them bur flight in compariſon of what I finde 
nous Ft} there regiſtred. 

Chriſt! - The firſt and prime inducement to tne;is; 

er{ion Uh that 1 meet with them nowhere 1n Scripture: 

jans,6 bur this is none to you who doe not allow that 

tae! 16 be the perfe&t reconditory of all neceſſary 

thitt Do&arines. The next is , that- in the Fathers 

; ſeverall Catalogues of Heretickes, as that of 

Philaſtrinus , Epiphanizs, and Saint Auſt , 

8 1: finde none branded with Hereſie ; for nor 

tt! holding thoſeArticles impoſed on mens beliefs 

by the Church of Romxze, and rejeRted by onrs; 

| Whoſe note it is not likely-ſuch would have e- 

el ſcaped,as had impugned any. doAtrines believed 

m by them neceſſary to ſalvation : Bat to this 

if perhaps you will ſay ; That the denomination 

of Heretick was not incurred by the opin;. 

ons that men'held, but by their obſtinate per: 

- |. fiſting inſuch after the Churches manifeſts ,. 
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ozinſtthem, and -that upon this reaſon divers 


who believed not all things neceſſary, mighr 
well-miſs a place in their denumeration of He- 


reticks ; wherefore ſetting theſe two afide, be- 
cauſe though of much force with me, yet 


likely.co be invalide with you, I onely preſſe 


upon your con{ideration my halt, and-I think, 
undeniable Reaſon, taken from; the non- 


appearance. of fuch Articles in thoſe ſeverall 


pieces; wherein the Fathers of ſet purpoſe 


and deligne profeſſedly do fer down all che ef- 


ſemialldoQrines of Chriſtianiry agreed. upon 


throughout the Church univerſall : Sach were 
their. Symboles, ſuch 1renez his unity of 
Faith in £36. 1. cap-. 2. Such Orzgens intro- 
duction to his Book de principiis , ſuch Ter- 


t#/l;jans Rule of Faith in his preſcription a- 
g4inſ{t Heretickes : Such Epiphanize his conclu- 
fionof his work, which he calls che ſettlement 
of truth & afſurance ofimmortality ; ſuch like- 
wiſe (co fit you with ſome of all Ages) was 


We 
{tods« Theſ 


ina form 


mel 
nh ef 


that work of Gennadizs (written within theſe {, 


two hundred yeares) De re&a Chriſtiavorum 


Fide : 1 will not ſayin ſome of which , bur in: 
all which together, there is not-one Article of 
Faith received by the Church of Rowe, and re- 
jeRed by us, ſo much as mentioned,ſave onely . 
in Epiphanixs of Chriſts diſcent into Hell ; a : 
Point variouſly and uncertainly- underſtood a+ 
mons the Fathers ; as ſhall in another place be. 


demonſtrated. Now 


F 


on diver; | 


, Miphr 
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me, yet 
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Now for farther proof of the little agitation 
or great negle&t of our controverted points 
inthe Primitive times (although it will follow 
of conſequence to what hath been already al- 
ledged) yet I beſeech you let me appeal to 
your own obſervation : Do you know of any 
of che Fathers for the firſt four hundred years 


that hath purpoſely and of deſigne compoſed 


the leaſt Treatiſe of any one of our queſtions? 


or in ſome other trat handled them ſo much 


as ina formal digeſtion 2 Inform mel beſeech 
you;for I profeſs all che works that ever 1 have 
met with of them, appear to have been wholy 
directed either to deride the Pagans, to con- 
fute Philoſophiers , ro convince the Jewes, to 
confound prodigious Rereſies, or deliver pre- 
cepts of good life, or elſe to expound ſome 


paſſages of Scripture moſt uſefull ro the ſame 


ends - Theſe appear to me to have been the 
ſole objes both of their wills and abilities to 
combate ; And ſhall we venture to give ſen- 
rence inour intricate diſputes upon words 
or paſſages,that by the by -may ſeem to con- 
cern them, either caſually let fall , or direed 
to other purpoſes, in molt of which in my con- 
ſcience we find our own opinions as rational- 
ly,as Whittington his turn Lord Major of Loz- 
don in the ring of Bells, or ſome melancholy 


Lover his Miſtriſſes picture in the graine of 
Wainſcote, and their intentions as rightly as 
D 3 Emuaocia, 
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Exdecia, Homers, and another Virgils,when 
they made him Evangelize; ſo-lictle do [ re- 
eard what they ſay in this our caſe ; but to 
their ſilence I attribure much , and think it 
ſt rongly expreſſive, bur nothing to the advan- 
tage of thoſe that impole for necellary Articles 
of Faith , Dotrines that thole renowned Q- 
racles of the Church either never heard of, 

or thought nor worth their mentioning. 
| Thus noble Coulin, I have laid before you 
the principall reaſons that led me to: deny the 
Fathers Teſtimonies to have ſuch a validity 
whereon we way juſtly paſs a verdi& in our 
queſtions of Religian ; which I beleech you , 
not to take as meant ina way of further dero- 
gation from them chea in thoſe very partica- 
lars; for thece is no man living that in the ge- 
nzral payes them more reverence then my ſelf 
in the higheſc admiration of their erndition 
and piety, And therefore where I have mark'd 
out their heats againſt one another, and con- 
cradictions, letthem be underſtood to have 
ſprung from holy fervor and zeal in whatſo- 
ever they were for the time perſwaded was 
good and true : when TI note their variance 
from themſelves, ler it recommend their inge- 
nuity that would ſo clearly avow their own 
fallibility : when I rax them for diſſenting 
fromusallin this age}, (although S. Auſtin | 
when the Donatiſts preſs him with n+ 
ticks 
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ſticks not to ſay-that the younger DoQors are 
ſharper-{ighted ) yerlet not my words be dri- 
ven farther then this modeſt -( fince you ſo call 
it) flattery to our ſelves, not of ſeeing clearer 


helps) further, as dwarfs upon Gyants 
ſhoulders : And laſtly, when 1-deny them 
the ability to determine our points of contro- 
verſies, let it be of no more derogation from 
their learning and judgement, then it were 
of lefſening to an Ambaſſador,or of flatterry to 
his followers, toſay, thatat a publike audi- 


of the-things inthe lower end of the room, 
when he him felfe.comld ſay little or nothing of 
them, having onely paſt them by , with his at- 


|  tentions intirely fixt upon the higher and more 


noble objes, | 

Theſe were the Conſiderations that pofſeſt 
me when I wrote.my former Letter ; although 
I had then the leiſure but to point at a few of 
them, ( and ſince I cannot ſpeak to you” but 


| withtruth and freedom (Imuſt here profeſs 


ded. yul "Dey remain in full force with me ſtill, your 


r variance 
their in%| 
their 0! 


Letter having given me great con tentmentybut 
little ſatisfaRtion ; for I can by no means yeeld> 


that there is any Afſurance , much leſs infalli- 


bility in the Rule which you at the firſt preſcr- 
bed, and ſtill infiſt on, of judging our Contro- 
verſies by the Fathers ; namely, to uſe our li- 
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berty of reaſon only in what they teach 


of themſelves, with confirmations our of Scri. W 
pture, or probable Arguments ; but to reſign W* 
it upin anintireand implicite Aﬀent,to what 8 


. they tell us they were taught,and deliver to us 
as delivered tothem for the received ſenſe of 
the Church, which is to be underſtood (you 
ſay) not only when they uſe theſe formall po. 
ſitive Words, That the Church hath received | 
from the Apoſtles,and holdeth generally ſuch | 
and ſuch a Doarine ; but at other times alſo, * 


when they do but intimate it in their Diſcoury {ct 


ſes, (where by the way F muſt needstell you, 
E ever chought intimarions likelyer to beger 
Diſputes then to end them. )If in this poſitive 


Rule you reſerve a Liberty to except ſome par- |i; 


ticulars ſo delivered , or ſome Catholick Fa- 
thers ſo delivering them ; Then without more 
adoe it isevident that this Way , nothing can 
be decided;for your Adverſaries will claim (in 
what thwarts them) the like liberty of excep- 
ting. If you lay the Rule abſolutely generall, - 
to wit, that what Article ſoever 1s delivered 
direcly,or by intimation from the Fathers, to 
have been a received Doctrine of the Church, 
ought to be ſwallowed for an infallible verity, 
it will eafily be made appear, that this method 
muſt betray you,not only into ſome Proteliant 
Tenents,but alſo into beliefs on both ſides con- 
teſſed to be erroneous: It muſt draw you t0 de 
ons a 
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a Millenary» it muſt draw you to hold-a neceſ(-: 


ſity of Childrens partaking the Euchariſt ; it 
muſt draw you to abhor that uſe of Images 


as Idolatrous ; and finally, it muſt force you 


to reject out of the Canon thoſe Books which 
weelteem Apochryphall ; for all theſe do the 
Fathers deliver, with ſomewhat more then 
intimations that they were taught to them, as 
derived from the Apoſtles, and from generall 
receptions of the Catholique Church. 


Firſt, for the doarine of the ILlenaries, T . 


conceive you make a right judgement of the 
originall thereof from Papias, whom Ste Fe- 
rome (the beſt Critick in Eccleſiaſticall Anti- 
quity) ſayes to have been the firſt Author of 


it; which error it is probable the ſaid Papias 


ran into, either by a flattery to win upon the 
Jewes, or elſe, as you ſay,by the groſs under. 
ſtanding of a Text inthe twentieth of the A- 
pocalypſe, himſelf being one but of a dull and 
eafie ſpirit, which being taken from him by 


thoſe that reyerenced the antiquity and piety 


of the man, was delivered with recommendati- 
on to their ſucceſſors,and ſo took poſſeſſion of 
moſt of the Doctors of the following Apes. 
As for that of Cerizthus , I believe with Sex- 


#$# S neſs , that it was a diſtin hereſe, 


which fed carnall men with hopes of beaſtly 


_ and ſenſual delights : for it is not likely that a 


dodrine taken from ſuch an arch Heretick as 
© Cermthus 


| 
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" Cerinthus , could have found ſuch reception more th 
-amons the Chatholick Fathers; and leaſt of all {edodr! 


is it probable,that Cerinthzs could have fathe- 
red it upon St. Joh», whom the Apolltle is ſaid 
£0 have deteſted ſo much , that 1remerxs, {ib.2. 
cap» 3. adverſ.. hereſ. (a chiefe Champion of 
The Millenaries) in that very Chapter where 
(as you ſay ) he reckons up the ſucceſſions of 
Biſhops in divers Churches, relates, that 
when St. Fob wasentring into a Bath where 


ſaw him, bur he ſtept back, crying out, Let us 
forſake the place, leſt chat enemy of truth 
draw downe the houſe upon our heads : a fir 


Authour fer ſo foule a Doctrine, but one very 


unlikely to be believed acquainted with 
Chriſts whiſpers to St, oh». Bur as this enor- 
mous part which paſſes alſo with moſt under 
the name of -Milenaries hereſte, was gene- 
rally condemned : ſo the other more ſpiritu- 
all of Papias, wasand is farre from being ap- 
proved art this day, either by your Church or 
ours, much more from finding ſo firm and en- 


tire aſſent as you will be obliged to give it 


by your rule of fwallowing for unqueſtionable 
and infallible whar. doftrine ſoever the Fa- 
thers deliver as taught unto them, and to be 
the generall ſenſe' of the Chriſtian Church in 
ebeirtimes : And for proofe that it was deli- 
vered for ſuch by Papias ( who gloried inno- 
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thing more then in being a carefull Collefor 
of the dodqrines taught by the Apoltles(v;iva 
voce) I referre you onely to Nzcephorus Ca- 
lifts Hiſt. Eccleſ.lib. 3. c. 20. 
That Zuſtin Martyr p. 307. delivered it for 


ſuch a paſſage in his Dialogue with Tryphon,- 


will eaſily teſtifie, where he ſaith,that he,and all 
;inall parts orrhodox Chriſtians held it, and 
calls them onely Chriſtians in name, with ma- 
ny other circumſtances of aggravation,that des 
nied it. Itistrue (as you ſay) he confeſſes a 
little before, that ſome good and honeſt Chri- 
ſtians did not acknowledge it; but this may 
be an Argument how carelefle, and oftentimes 


- repugnant to themſelves ſome of the Fathers 


were in their Writings, Or elſe how little ſcru- 
pulous of ſetting to Goubrtfull dofrines that 
ſeale which you account ſo ſacred ; but itcan_ 
no way ſalve him from having taught it with 
thoſe circumſtances which you eſteeme the 
notes of infallibility, That Irerexs took it 
and taught it to be of Tradition from Chriſt, 
I think is ſo manifeſt, thatit were ſuperfluous 
to inſiſt upon particular paſſages in that Au- 
thour. 

And laſtly, to omit Terrullian, and others, 
who clearly (me thinkes) imply a: much, 
thongh nor in the very terms ; What can ex- 
prefle more a dodtrine rightly delivered , and 
generally received, then Laftantins lib,7. In-- 


ſertut. 


| _  ""CI99 | ; dly,f0 
ſtitut. cap. 26. his concluſion of his long dif. int lk 


courſe upon this ſubje; Hec eſt dofFrina [an- 


vr) tow 


forum Prophetarum, quam Chriſtians ſequi- FW lonK 


mur, hec eſt Chriſtiana ſapientia: 

Secondly, for the neceſlity of childrens par. 
taking of - the Euchariſt, although the evident 
practice of the Church for the firſt ſix hundred 
yeares, according toallour Records of Anti- 
quity , might excuſe me from proving by any 


* taught the neceſlity of it for a received Tra- 
dition; yet take this of Saint , Auſtin, lib. 
I-de peccat. mer. & remiſſ.c. 24. rightly(ſaith 


\Indiron 
Witdown 


(confeſs tt 


tbſeryatic 


x ſball Þut 


particular inſtance , that ſome of the Fathers Þ 


he) doe the Punick Chrittians call Baptiſme 


by no other names but Health and Safety ; 


nor the Sacraments of Chrilts body by no 0- * 


ther then life, Vnade niſs ex antiqua, ut exi- 


ſtimo, & Apoſtolica traditione qua Eccleſie ul 


Chriſti inſitum tenent preter Baptiſmum & 
participationem Dominice menſa, non ſolum | 
201 ad reguum Dei ſed nec adſalutem & vi- 
tam «ternam poſſe quenquam hominum per- 
verire. So direct a paſſage, that I ſee not how 
in this point you can avoid the neceſſity either 
of retraQing your Rule of aſſurance, 'or of in- 
curring an Azathema of the Councel of Trent. _ 
Seſſ.21. cap.4. can. 4. againſt any that ſhould 
hold this very opinion which you finde ſo de- 


livered , and: ſo: majeſtically ſealed by Saint | b 


Auſtin, 


Thirdly, . | 
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*Thirdly, for the uſe of Images | 7 79% "—_ 
| \ Oris. 


(a point likewiſe of my former 1b.7 Cont. ce1f: 


| letter) to which you ſay that the 4296:6- 6- 


4p La#an. ib. 2, 
Fathers do not uſe the Authority cp. ut. Epi- 


or Tradition of the Church to, Zr: £4. 44, 
beat it down, I am confident you Jer oper . Hier. 
wil confeſs that affirmation a flip *2-fo- Gi 
of obſervation or memory,when Steut.cap.s. 
you ſhall but caſt your Eyes up-. 42% 4 f4e 
on thoſe paſſages of the Fathers **” | 
for brevity ſake:quoted onely in the Margin ; 
where doubtleſs in ſome at leaſt you will finde 
the interdicion of them ſo deeply ſtampt with 
your ſuppoſed great ſeal of Chriſtianity , that 
if yuo ſtick to your own rule, it- will. not be 
enough to ſpeak indifferently of the matter 
with che Moderator on your fide, but you 
muſt be as rigid and ſevere againſt them as you 
canimagime any warm.brother would be at £- 
denbeurgh ; for I do not think any Zealot of 
them all can be more invective in this point 
then moſt of thoſe Fathers were, many to the 
abhorring of the very Trade of Imagery ; but 


decauſe you do infiſt ſomewhat upon jultifica- 


tonof the cantrary pradtiſe at this day in the 


Romiſh-Church, I muſt beg leave to.run over 

your Allegations, and to acquaint you freely 

how unſatisfied I am in the particulars. | 

| Inthe firſt place you evade the Autho- 
rity of the Primitive Fathers', vouch formerly 
Y. 


(58) 


by re, riamely; of 7-ſtine and Tertullian, by 


faying, in regard that idolatry was then freſh 


in the memory and practice of the World, i xds 


they might well think it dangerous to ad- 


mit that which the following Governonrs of Iv) 


the Church might afterwards introduce up- 


on a good ground of raiſing devotion in the Mt 
people , ſince things of that nature yon ſay, Þ 


imay be convenient at one time, and unfit at a- 
nother. = 
: And in the next, you labour to juſtifie the 
ſe of images now, by ſaying , Firſt, - that as 


ſtrong Arguments, and as pregnant paſſages of 


Scripture are produced for it» as formerly.a. 


gainft it.  Secendly, by alledging thar theſe 


times are ſecure from the danger of idolatry. | 
And laſtly,by affirming that a great good ap= it 


pears in theny, Y 

* To your infirming of.thoſe ancient Antho- 
thoties in this point, it will be ſufficient to 
put-you in minde, thar divers of the more mo- 
dern Fathers, farre enough removed from the 
vicinity of Paganiſme afrer Chriſtianity. had: 
taken poſſeſſion of the world , were as perem- 
ptory Jconeclaſts as thoſe two I pitcht upon. 
And for the variance of practice upon variance 
of times, your reaſon might hold,had they con- 
demned the religious uſe of Images onely as 
inconvenient, and not as in its own nature 
aolawfull ; .but what's ſimply unlawful} ar one 
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time , cannot be lawfull at another;without a 
precept from God, which you ſay in your 
firſt words upon this ſubjeR, You did not be- 
leeve to have been given herein. | 

To you firſt juſtification of this Practiſe, F 
muſt needs ſay, that for the ſtrong Arguments 
for it, to which I am yet a ftranger,I ſhould be 
plad to be acquainted with them ; bur for the 
Texts of Scripture ſo pregnant as you ſpeak of, 
truly I ſhould be forry to meet with them; 
for although where I finde in holy Writ ap- 
pearing repugnances, and difficult intricacies, 
I am as apt as any body (having perhaps moſt 
reaſon for it of any) ro accuſe my own ig- 
norance,and to preſerve allveneration to what 
I finde there yet I confeſs it would trouble 
me much , and be of dangerous temptation, 
ſhould I meer witha paſſage in the ſacred 
volumne, as -palpably dire& for the nſe of 
Images, as I am ſure the ſecond Commande- 
ment is apainlt it, | - 

For your Second Allegation, that theſe 
times are ſecure from the wy, of Idolatry, 
ſome proofs would be neceſlary » f{ince T am, 


farr from underſtanding them to beſo; 
were that fin committed then only when 

| the outward or inward act of veneration ac- 
companied' with that belief, and reliance 
which belongs tothe Creator, is exhibited to, 
and terminated in the creature, I ſhould then 


be . 


( 60) 2,20 
be of your opinion, and pronounce, theſes Wt amid! 
times in little danger of Idolatry ; but with- Wyroteſle; 
all, my. vote ſhould alſo goe to acquir all ages Jy lab 
from the Crime, as well as the preſent. For KgChur 
Ido not think that the fowleſt Idolaters of ml f 
the Heathenever arrived to that height of Fkirprayer 
ſtupidity, as to take thoſe low and materiall Ir, butt 
obje&ts of their devotion for God Almighty : Þ& ifang1 
Nay, the more beſtial their Idolatry was,as of Keuof An 
the e-Eg yptiars and Romans , in worſhiping $%,, 2.. 
the vilett creatures, the lefle probability is K:ihefame 
there that they conceived the eflence of the Kg iro 
Deity to dwell under thoſe contemptible {{{ns. 
forms that they adored ; as I think the Jewes Ker .-; 
little guilry of beleeving that the Calfe which a with the; 
they had made of their ear-rings,though ſeem- litgreatX 
ingly deified by their veneration,was the great. {jm 
God that hath wrought his wonders among the 

| them, but fnce it is as formal Idolatryto frame thers of 

eo ones ſelf, out of low, limited and corrupti- 31:5 
ble formes, reſemblances of the incomprehen-. $7 
ſible Deicy,and to impart to them any kinde of $45. 
divine honour , whether you pleaſe tocall Kj3- 
them of adoration, of ſervice, or of pions re- 
ligion, ſince to worſhip the true God after an 
unfitting manner, involves men as well in this 
fn, asthe ſervice of a falſe God : ſince (I ſay): 
theſe practiſes as well as the other, amount to 
Idolatry ; yea ſuch, as for my part, 1 beleeve 
the Jews and Pagans were rarely guilty of any. 

greater 
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material 
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was,az of 


to frame 


corrupt | 
| ing, as I.conceive, no medium between thoſe 


5 | 

preater amidſt their higher abominations. 
I muſt profeſle;l think the world at preſent ex- 
treamly liable to the fin; yea, many of the 
Romiſp Church deeply plunged therein by the 
ealie abuſe (if nor by the ſingle uſe) of Images 
in their prayers : and this not onely the fim-. 
pler ſort, but even the learned Doors them- 
ſelves, if one may believe them of themſelves; 


orſhiping Thomas of A r fag w eay es, Summ. part 3. queſt. 


bability is} 
ce of the 
temptibke| 
the Jewel] 
alfe which} 
ugh ſees] 
$the grett|' 


| ted, whom I doe chuſe much rather to brand 
rs among} 


25. Art. 3. and hath many followers 1in it; 
That the ſame reverence is to be given to the. 
Image of Chriſt, that is to Chriſt himſelfe ; 
And ſeeing-Chriſt is adored with the adorari- 
on Of Latrix,that his Image alſo 'is.to be ado-- 


red with the adoration of Latria 5-10 farre is 


that great NoRor and his Secators tranſpor- 
with che imputation of idolatry, then many 
others of- his' own ide, as learned, that im- 
pugne his dorine-with ſacriledge : there be- 


two impieties, where one denies adoration of 


al! the higheſt kinde, to that unto which anecher 
" Payes It. 


- Thirdly, for the great good which you ſay 


8] appeares inthe uſe of Images ; I am: perſwa- 
 ded.it-doth-buc appeare : it is pretended they 
1} help the memory;'and. excite devotion in the 


people. If by aids of memory,be underſtood 


Fj onely in the generall, that the lively repreſen- 
k 


cation 
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tation of ſome holy Hiſtory, is likely to calf 
better thoughts into our -mindes, then'# pro- 
phaner ; Ilike it well; by the ſame reafon 
that the courſeſt piture of CHRIST eru- 
cified , ought in a good Chriſtians Cabinet 
take the wall of a'YVenxs of T3tiarn ; the one 
being apt to mortifie us through the ſame 
ſenſe whereby the other may inflame us : bur 
if. by the help of memory any thing be meant 
of more particular aſſiſtance in the direing 


x / \. © 4) "I 

(| \ 
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of our prayers, I think Images do juft as much [ mag 


Sood inthat point,as the art of memory would 


doe to your exellent naturall one, that»is, he'p- 


to dizzy and diſtra@ it : or if by excitement 
to devotion, 'be meaat any particular ftimula- 
tion and grdance to the righteſt way of true 
devotion ar furniſhing us with a proper 
means of addreſſingit to the jright and origi- 
nall obje&, I conceive them then ſo farre from 
being of good uſe in this kinde, that 1 hold 
their very ſtimulations to devorion:dangerous; 
they excite, they warm the zeale of the igno- 


rant,'tis true ; bur with thoſe range fires 


that cauſed ſuch combuſtions in Iſrae], whilſt ' wht 


ſo many (as Gul. Parienſss de Legibus,cap 23 
confeſles) not diſtinguiſhing berween the Is 
mage and the thing,adore the picture in ſtead 


of what it repreſents ; wherein far lefle ſinfull 
were a luke-warm piety rightly applied ,. then 


the ardenteſt devotion miſdireted., by how 
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mtich ſinnes of omiſſion are more pardonable 
thenof at; and to worſhip the true God 
lefle intenſly, then to ſerve a falſe one zealouſ- 
ly. Of this danger there cannot be a better 
witneſle,for all his mincing of the matter, then 
Gregory the Great, (in his Epiſtle to Cirens 
Biſhop of 2arcelles, in which that paſſage is 
which you cite) who there adviſeth the Bi- 
ithop to excule to his fleck the breaking down 
of Images in the Church, by alledging that he 
was forc'd to that Ad by the peoples abuſing 


that to adoration, which was ere&ed onely 


for inſtruion of the ignorant and illiterate in 
matter of hiſtory: The Biſhop truly was be- 
holding unto him, for furniſhing him with 
ſuch an excuſe, which might ſerve to juſtifie 
all the fierceſt Tconoclaſts, ſince all the good 
that imagination can preſent in the uſe of Ima- 
ves throughout the whole Univerſe, cannot 
amount ro recompence the miſchiefe of one 


poore ſouls betraying to idolatry: 


For ry part, I doe conceive that good uſe 
might be made of holy piQures, bur hardly 
by the vulgar,which makes me wonder at that 
ſaying of Gregory which you glance at, where- 
as he ſeems to adapt them to the ignorant, ſti- 


full ling them the bookes of the unlettered : For. 


beſides the ſmall Divinity (me chinkes there 1s 
ſo little Philoſophy) iti the ſaying; Books tru-. 


+| | lythey may be for ſuch Ignoramuſes as can- 
20 
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not read and will not heare , wherein they 


may perhaps learn matters of fa&, (as ſome 
children that have an averſion from their 


book, are taught their Letcers in Dice) but Kina 
are very unlikely to profit in any right devo« ' Þ. 


. tionz had he appropriated the uſe of Images 
| ſoleyto the moſt knowing and ſpeculative, it 
would have been more tolerable : ſuch per- 
haps one might believe likely from marteriall 


and ſenſible repreſentments to raiſe ſpiritual]. ! 
- meditations ſurpaſſing fenſe; and by the 


greater likelihood and glory of the objeR, to 
perfect the mores and purifie their abſtraction 
from all ſervile dependance on matertality ; 


ſome ſuch extaticall Contemplator as Dzony- 
ſus that beares the name of the eLreopagire 


Mn, to attrib t 


4 x by 4 reme 
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(a notable Diſciple I am ſure of Plates, what ' 


ever he was of Paxls) might perchance have 
an Art of erecting his ſoule by Images,to ſome 
admirable intelligence of the true one onely to 


be adored. If they were hideous and defor-- FY® 
(x diviſions of 


med ,; he could inform you that the propereſt 


preſentation of inviſble things to ſenſe, is by: Sedan 
* Jahadany 
Vconld perf 


the unlikelieſt repreſentations; and that 
in their contemplation our ſoule. is more 
elevated by * diſagreeing images, 


Rn For then by reſembling ones, And 


rarch, cap. 3, therefore that the Celeſtial na- 


| cures are expreſt unto us uſually 
in Scriptures by ſuch images as are irreconciles 
fn able 
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able with the Originals they ſignifie, as of E4- 
gles, Lions, Bulls, &c. to which 1 will be bold 
only to ſay this,that I believe more would have 
aſſented to his ſpeculatio, Iam ſure more would 


' have underſtood it, had he inferred, that ſince 


God was pleaſed to paint out himſelf &his mi- 
niſtring ſpirits in ſuch incompatible Images,we 
ſhould not artempt the making ſuch repreſen- 
tations as we doe of thoſe incomprehenſible 
forms. 1f the images were of ſweet proportzon 


& luſter,he would find perchance a way in his 


negative Divinity, the more beauteous they 
were, toattribute the more to thoſe celeſtiail 
natures, by * removing from the | 
ſplendidſt glories of the ſenſe,all 


" Dionyſ..Areop, . 
de D, x, ng, j. 
& de Myſt. Theo® 
lop.c.2 


capacity of proportio from their 
 . ſpirituall perfetion ; ſuch uſes * 


as theſe of Images, might perhaps be credible 
with the Pere Golz of a Dionyſus in his Rap- 
tures, who could fancy to himſelf all the cere- 


- monies of the Church,and the formal and ma- 


jeſtick diviſions of our Temples,after the man- 
ner of that at Ferz/alem, before that our re- 
ligion had any bur privat Houſes, or Barnes; 
who could perform religious viſits to the body 
of the virgin Mary, either foure yeares after 


' ſhe was dead, or as many before himſelfe was 


a Chriſtian, for elſe his Eccleſiaſticall Hierar- 


chy, and his Epiſtle to Policarp cannot ſtand 


with Chronology. But to concieve that the 
E 3 vulgar 
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vulgar, the ignorant, ſuch whoſe ſouls are ims 
merſt (as you ſay) in the fzculency of matter, 
ſuch as Mahomet fitted his law to, the multi- 
tude, to whom as Avicenna ſayes in his book 
de Almahad, their Prophet was. fain to pro- 
miſe a heaven proportionable ro their ſoules, 
all of ſenſuality , ſweets to be taſted, beauties 
viſible, delights palpable , ſuch who to abſtra&k 


from matter, and to conceive any thing of in. ' 


corporeall natures, had need be raiſed by 


ſome rarer Art then amphibious Mathema» Wi mtor bal 


ticks, which becauſe they partake of both 
Natures, of the one in their inherence, of the Þ; 
other in conſideration, are called by Pro- # 
clus, the bridge and ladder to pure and com- 
pleatadſtraftions ; ſuch in whom Tertulians 


ſaying, erroneous in the general, is verified in 3” 


their particalar, Anima anime ſenſus eſt. To 


preſcribe I ay, that ſach ſhould be taught, as JF 


Gregory faith the ignorant ought to be by I- 
mages, whom to adore (he being infinite and 


inviſible Jor how to adore ( fince that muſt be #* WT 
free and ſpiritually ) by fixing & faſtning them 


upon viſible, finite, corporeall and engaging 


obje&s of the ſenſe, appeares to me as judici- {* 


ous a courſe, as if a Pilot ſhould caſt an An- 
| chor that b15 thip might ſaile the faſter. Let 
me period this queſtion with a much more 
divine, as well as more P/atonich ſentence of 
Clemens of Alexandria, All ſorts of Images 
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hang] "7 ors 2s 
watt | {ayes he) aredireRly forbidden by Aoſes, 
he mult.  *Qss wi mois a19nTOS ae 7m) Youl, om I To. voirre. 1” 
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r 1OUles, | 
beautin | Now laſtly, for concluſion of this part of 


)abſiczal My Giſcourſe, to ſhew, that according to-your 
s of in. Rule, you muſt reject out of the Canon thoſe 
aſed by bookes which we eſteem Apocryphall, I need 
ahem} 2 other proofs then that of * eros, | 

of both| 71dith (faith he) Tobie & Hacca- |Proef-in 


hab. Solo Es 
& of the 


 beorumlibros legit quidem Ecleſia, pift.urs. 
by Pre ſed inter Cangnicas Scripturas non «- 
nd con. | 7*<fpit » added unto that of Raffinrs ( his 
"alli Great adverſary in other things) in his expoſi- 
erifiedin} £102 of the Apoſtles Creed, ſo ſolemne 2 paſ- 
"2: 7.1 age, and alone ſo ſufficjent,as being moſt emi. 
nently ſignalized with all your circumſtances 
of infallibility, that I cannot forbeare ſetting 
it down at large : /deo (faith he)que ſunt novi 
th CFveters Teſtamenti volumina que ſecundun 
Es | majorum traditionem per ipſum Spiritum [an- 
ng me inſpirata creduntur, + Ecciefie Chriſts 


ol Iradita, competens videtwr in hoc loco eviden- 
as fldite | 


| ts numero ſicut ex patrum monuments accepi- 
mus deſignare. And accordingly he denume- 
rates onely thoſe bookes received by us for 
.Canonicall, and goes on, Hec ſunt ge. Patreg...** 
Wl intra ( anonem concluſerunt ex quibus Fac 
of el »oſtre aſſertiones conſtare voluerunt : ſcien- 
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lum tamen eft quod & alls qui non Canonic;, 8" 
ſed Eccleſiaftici 4 majoribus appellati ſunt ; Wor. 
"and reckons up all thoſe which we rejeR ; and (nw 
thus concludes , Huec nobis 2 patribus, ut dixi, Wa 
tradita, wt oppor num viſum eſt hoc in loco de. Wt 
ſognare ad inſtruftionem eorum qui prima ſibj 0g 
Eccleſie AC Fidei elementa ſuſcipiunt ut ſciant NOV 
ex quibus ſibi fontibus verbi Dei haurtendg enter 
ſint pocula. Should I meet with. any Article. (lth preten 
of the Romiſh Church (ignalized, as I ſaid be. zxrſoling yo 
fore, ſo eminently as this of ours, with all the Jes declaratic 
circumſtances, which you count the Notes of yaretheſe« 
infallibility ; as little as I agree wtth you in the 
generall, I confeſle would ftagger me in the 
particylar : And therefore I doe not ſee how we 
you can avoid either the retracting your jutthe Tradit 
rule of aſſurance,or by concurring in this point fmareinfall 
with us t0 incur- another heavy Anathemu of himet wou! 
the Councel of TREN 1s Seſfione quartas i 
To theſe ſeverall inſtances T could add many 
more as con{iderable in other points both of 
Governmen:, Practice,and Beliefe, but that ſo þ 
tedious a recitation would ſeem a deſigne. to fichwediſput 
weary as well as convince you : beſides that,to he true, Ian 
deſtroy the univerſality of your maxime, atid he 
ro bring you to exceptions, one pregnant ob- 
jection js as good as a thouſand, and that is all 
1 need to doe, For as faid before, if in your AT 
poſitive Rule you once take the liberty to ex-- inthe 
cept againſt particular DoRrines, ' or parti ew W's 

ne hos | ages 
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ſar Fathers delivering them, T may then with- 


out any further proof flatly conclude, that no» 
' thing can be this way concluded , fince your 


adverſaries will likewiſe claim in whatſoever 
ſhall thwart them, an equall liberty of ex- 
cepting- | | 

Now Couſin, give me a leave to examine a 
little neerer , the three grounds whereon you 
build the pretended certainty of this method, 
in reſolving your differences out of the Fa- 
thers declarations ; as I colle& your ſenſe, 


- they are theſe. Firſt , That they were faith. 


| 


| 


full ColleRors of the general traditions of the 
Church in their times. Secondly, that they are 
ſincere conveyers of them to us: And thirdly, 
that the Traditions colle&ed and conveyed by 
them,are infallible. Should I grant:them all to 
be true,it would not follow that theywere ſuf- 
cient,till it did appeare { which I think never 
will,though for the preſent we wil ſuppoſe it ) 
that there were general Traditions preſer- 
ved in the Church concerning all thoſe points 
which we diſpute of; but unleſſe they appear . 
> be true , I am ſure they cannot paſle for ſuf- 
cient. 


Firſt, That they were faichfull Colle&ors of 


all the Traditions of the Church ; where, in 


faithful, Tſuppoſe you compriſe careful 8 able: 
for in the other ſingle ſenſe of fidelity, faith- 
full hatch moſt proper relation to the following 

| - con= 


+4. 
condition of Conveyers; induſtry and ability 
being as fully 'requiſice in this the ColleRing 
partas integrity : To this I fay,that as in one 
place I have formerly profeſt how I believe 
chem ſuch faithfull Colle&ors of the Churches 
receptions, that is, carefull and able, as well as 
fincerein many things of greateſt importance; 
ſo inanother, I think, I have ſaid enough 
wherby to prove it unlikely that in things 


of lefle moment,ſuch as our controverſjes,the 


Primitive Fathers did apply their care and 
abilities to ſound the bottome of them ; (whe- 
ther inthis way of collecting the Traditions of 
the Chusch concerning them or any other; 
Induſtry C81 66s Hu {ſtimulations in the 
particular buſineſſes, where we are to expe it; 
and likewiſe ſome leaſure & remiſſion from 0- 
ther prefling occupations, Both which the Pri- 
mitive fathers totally wanted, by little proyo- 
cation in ouf caſes,8 inceſſant allarms in more 
weighty ones. Sothat to your firſt ground, 
I will onely make of new this demand : Was 


the knowledge and Colle&tion of the Chur- 


chestraditions & receptions eafie and evident 
to all carefull inveſtigators, or hard and difh- 
cult? If the latter, which TI believe, ſince fo 
_ many circumſtances are requiſite to the exa&t 
knowledge of the Churches Traditions ; as 
firſt certain evidence, what is that Church 
Univerſal whoſe Traditions are fo ſacred. Se- 

- Rs condly, 
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= | condly, a clear and unconfus'd delivery of the 


TA ſame unto them g & Iaſtly,not onl an exquiſite 


apprehenſion of the [ſubſtance of all the do- 


-\ rines , bur a perfe& intelligence of the de- 


 grees & neceſlities either of belief or practiſe 
- wherein the Church did hold them ; If thus 
} hard,I fay,& intricate, the Fathers being men, 

| and liable (as you confeſs)to error, how can we 


tht be ſecured that they did not oftentimes mi- 


ſtake them , fince it is evident,that ſometimes 
they did?If facile and obvious,which is likelieſt 
4 you take them to be,fince you prefer them be- 
fore Scriptures,becauſe that you ſay is difficult; 
how comes it that they diſagree, baving a plain 

eaſie and infallible Direfory, whereby to re- 


ir. \Eulate and conform their judgements > And 


a; truly Couſin,ſuppoſing it ſuch, I know not how 
.þ to free divers of them that difſent from one a« 
nocher in matters whereTradition is vouched, 

| from the impurtation of ſtupidity , either in nor 
| underſtanding the common and manifeſt te- 

nents of the Church; or of perverſneſs & ma- 
| lice,that knowing them would not own them ; 
| butby arguing from their variances, that they 


| were not all in all matters of Religion carefull 


|; Collectors of the Churches traditions ; which, 

if you once admir, we cannot think to con- 

clude any thing from the Fathers till ſome 

third authority aſſure us, which of the many 

(for ought appeares to us) of equall __— 
an 
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and zeale were the careful ColleAors', which Kodto 
not ; and in what particulars they were ſo , [omit 
and in what nor. | LiMoald 
To your ſecond ground , that they are Fewedt 

fincere Conveyers unto us of the traditions of {*qhen! 
che Church, Iſay, that to the juſt title of Poco 
fincere Conveyers,two conditions are requi- rk 
fire : the one athrmarive, that they ſhould de- wipes 
liver to us ( with all their right, that is, clear- & rs 
_ neſs, preſpicuity & identitie of ſenſe as they Macrhai ; 
receved them) allthe right traditions of the Beats f 
Church. And that the Fathers are not like- dk: 
ly to have done this, may be inferred from 7... L 
what hath been ſaid before of their want of Ub! a 
care and induſtry in colleAting the Churches WET 
ſenſe concerning our aftaires,matters being ſel- & 
dome right in the ſecond digeſtion which were KF; 
nor good inthe firſt, The other is negative,that kt... 
they ſhould nor deliver any thing for a tradi= 

tion of the Church univerſall , that was not 5 :: 
rishcly and evidently ſuch. That the Fathers Fr. 
were not ſcrupulous in this point, my former {| 
inſtances I conceive have ſufficiently evinced. g! 
Wherein it is evident with what confidence, & 

to doubtful, yea and erroneous doarines 

that themſelves affected, they ſet this preten- {377 
ded great ſeal of infallibility, Beleeve me, [298 
Coultn, that ſaying of St, Hierom, Ingeninm. | Nog 
ſuum facit Eccleſie Sacramenta, belongs not |." 
onely untoO737e ; it may without wrong be © 

| extended |: 


= (73) 
> extended to moſt of the Fathers that I have 


4 been acquainted with. And no marvel that 
4 rhey ſhould ſometimes in heat of diſpute be 


.- 3 tranſported to vouch for tradition what was 


not, when ſo often they ſwerve from what 


1 wasapparently the univerſal reception of the 


Church, as hath been made evident by many 


4 _ examples. From which I do not infer that 


the Fathers had alwayes ſuch erroneous be- 
7 liefsas their words would many times import, 
F but onely that it is likely that they (who in 


4 hearof diſpute , or for ſome ends which they 


4 thought very important, would recede in 
A their expreſſions from the confeſt tradition of 
4 the Church in ſuch high conſticutive pojnts of. 
* Chriſtian Religion) would not be ſcrupulons. 

7 in the like hears, or uponthe like ends to mif- 
:.| apply the ſeal of tradirion to ſome points of: 

"| lefler importance. For though ir appear a 
{ greater falſehood to ſet a ſeal ſurreptitiouſly 


*] where it belongs not, yet it is neerer. to, Re- 


bellion not to conforme to thar Authority 
where the Royal ſeal is manifeſtly ſtamp'd. 


a) There hath enough been ſaid to manieſt chac 


* the Fathers (that would ſometimes thus licenſe 
" themſelves , be the occaſion what it will, and. 
| the end how pious ſoever ) cannot paſs for 
#| Candid or ſincere conveyers of all the Chur- 
ches receptions unto us ; and if leſs punAual 
in any, ſure likelieſt in our controverted do- 

arines 


according to our conceptions were two , but 
one in Hypoſtaſis ; St. Baſil , Ep: 64. p,849: 
Toms. 2. excuſes him, ſaying, that it was (ſpoken 
s Soypamas 4" dyvinxs, jand that being to 
perſwadea Gentile , he thoughrit not neceſſa- 
ty to be exaRtin his expreſſions ; ahd that it 
may be convenient ſometimes to indulge 2 


little , to the uſe and manner of thoſe one 
would perſwade, that they may not fly back 
from what is more neceſlary and ſeaſonable; 
by which means Gregory, ſaith he , may have 
let (lip many exprefiions that Hereticks 'per- 
haps will lay hold of for their advantage : like- 
wiſe where Dionyſins Alexandrinus had ti- 
led the Son the workmanſhip-of the Father, 
as the ſhip to the ſhip-wright , and many 05 
cher expreſſions that no Arian could mend ; 
Athanaſius is ready with an Apologie for him 
 Þ-5S1:552-Tom.1-de Sent. Dionis. They were 


faith he, za] cixorouiay yeuope, and are not to. 


be taken maliciouſly. 


If * 
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caſa . If that Thanmaturgus 3. and that othet: 
ve $reat pillar of the Church D:enyfixs did licenſe 
hat mio themſelves ſo far as to let their expreſſions 
_ 7 (by which we are to judge of them, not by: © 
\ not mad) What they reſerved in their hearts ) ſwerve 

*. 24 in {o notorious a manner from the moſt emi- © 
ary 74 pent tradition of the Church , in ſuch a 
Se 4 grand fundamental, were it not irrational 
wo bat 19 85to expect from them and the reft a pun= 
"| p84 Anal cranſmiſfion of the Churches traditions 


a Cooked 12 3ll ſuch pe:ty points as moſt of ours , ſcarce 
"1.4 evertonch'd upon by them , but in the way 
ne ; of thoſe important diſputes', which you ſee 
+4 that warm'd themeven to ſuch great overſights ? 


indulge 


If thoſe two excellent and moſt zealous of the 
noſe ons) Farbers , Atbanaſins and Baſil were ſo for-. 
_ ward in their excuſe , allowing them a liberty 
fly Kin | both for their policy and paſſion in diſpute to 
bY kin dally with 2 main. tradition, were & not too 
may! unjuſt a rigour in us to brand them with the. 
MI impreation of falſchood and ignorance ; be- 
1 cauſe, forſooth, they deliver us not with an 
| exact fidelity the tradition.of the Church in 
| our queſtions, concerning which it is to be 
14 doubted, whether there was any general tra- 
; 1 dition in the Church or no ?- I profefs Iam as. 
{ far from laying ſo heavy an imputation. upon 
mw them, either for their negligence herein or 
=] falfity, as I am from expecting ſuch a ſincere 
+ punQuallity , as you promiſe your ſelf from 
Il them: 
| 


(76) | 
them: Furthermore, beſides the heats, the 7 } 
artifice of Diſputes, and deſire of victory, MR: 
which in conteſtations of great moment might Far 
eaſily through their humane frailty make them #3”: 
ſtraina Point by the by in ſome article leſs $%%** 
dangerous, when from it they may draw con- 
cluſians of great advantage in the 
* Arch. Biſop. main. And belides that,as a great W297 
- Epift.des, * Prelate lately made the Obſer- *4Y * 
| | vation, Men are apt to think that i "ne Ln 
they can never run far enough from what they ; work, 


- 


hate ; and fo by a very naturall motion 


runne upon the other extreame, as a Fa» tiki 
ther” that in deteſtation of Neſtorizs would: "ol ot! 


confeund that hereſie by the recepti- 3 Cate I 
ons of the Church, mighr eaſily overſhoot- utatioris 
tiimſelf ſo farr , as to make the Church ſpeak. #0: Bat 
for Extiches; in averſion from Arianiſm , Wy men 
make the Church ſpeak for Sabellizs, and in Ktiont C0 
profligation of the Afarichees to ſhake hands Ml ene 
with Pelagins ; and ſo much more becauſe d 1TPl 
the danger could hardlier be foreſeen, they Ji 
are Jikely to have runed tie voice of the } il 
Church , either roche Romiſh or Proteſtanc &lodold 
Key,according as either was at the time moſt Ul not 
Oppoſite to the Adverſarie they  combated ; dit far 
Beſides all theſe, Iam perſwaded that many Keadto bi 
of the Fathers held ir a pious fraud to gain. ao lj | 
the ſubverſion of a great error by ſowing a Milithte 
little:'one , not foreſeeing how procels of _ rexing 
mignt ©. 


% 


AY (57) 
ieats, the might improve that to as conſiderable a tag! 
f vidory,| nitude: Yea, further I believe; and Saint 
nt mipht ferome implies little leſs, Ep. 5 ©. 441 Pamachs 
naketheg| Com: 2- p. 135: that in the general the Fa- 
rticle (&{} thers when they wete in the Liſts , held it no 
Jraw 99.4 Matter of conſcience, either to affirm for the . 
ape in thi aChurches receptions, ſome things that they 
as a pred did not think to beſo, yea, contrary to their 
je Obletd, knowledge; and to rejeft others that at ano- | 
hink thit ;ther time they would have admitted, ſo it 
whatthef were conducible to their ViAtory : And al- 
Il moric} £f0ugh this be a greater, as being a more wil- 
| 252 Fl full unfaithfulneſs then any other that IT have 
> wool f<mark'd in them; yet neither for this nor the 
recept telt date I brand them with thoſe heavie 
overſhog} [Mputations which you ſeem jealons that IT 
arch \peik rend co : Buit ſince I finde that thoſe reverend 
and holy men do not ſtick to ſet the ſcalof 
tradition to conceits of their own , and other 
 tincurrent dodArines, I do not fallpreſently,as 
«cal You implie one muſt do of conſequence; to, 
4 lay to their charge impiety and profanation of 
the divineſt Averments: Bui rather fince they 
|- make ſo bold with that Seal, to belteve thac 
they did not repute it ſo ſacred as you imp- 
gine, but farr inferior to proofs out of Sert- 
pture,and to be. uſed freely asa Topick, Argu= 
ment only when they wanted demonſtrations . 
from thence ; and indeed , throughout my 
flendgr reading, I have obſcrved that wheri 
F . © they 


(987 
they can produce the writteri word for theic 


opinion, they do rarely infiſt upon preſcripti- 


on, as pleading Lawyers fly then to prelſi- * 
dents chiefly when they want a text for their 
cauſe ; But whereas you ſay , the foule play 


would not have ſcaped their numerous adver- YH 
ſaries note, had they ſet the ſacred Cha- Wu2en 


racer to counterfeit Coine ; 'I think fo too. 
But what are we the wiſer if their notes ſca 
ours, as needs they muſt , ſince of the nutme- | 
rous writings of their numerous adverſaries, 
this age I think hath ſcarce a number > The J 
'Governours of the Church in all times have . 
made it one of their chief cares. to ſmother I 
their impious Libells,dictared,as Saint Jerome '1, 
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ſaies, by the ſpirit of the devill : And however Ic teef Fl 


ſome do ods, that ſuch ſuppreſſions make 
a cauſeſuſpeed, for my 200 Ithinkit (ifnot þ! 
n 


abaſed) both a wiſe a 


londf 3.4 | 


Alc 


Religious courſe 3 OR 


{ince the ſcandal and weakning of the weakers nc 


faich, which are ſo many, is mach moreto be | 


conſidered and regarded , then the ſatisfying ib hin, As 
[1 x y00 001 I 


of the curioſity of the learned , which are ſo 
few; it fares with Sabe/ias, with Manichews, 

with Porphyrie and the reſt of the Heretiques, | 
or. enemies of Chriſt, that live only in the 


t Exſehiu: iu (1 oC 
nlum tc Fo 


works of their Antagoniſts, as.with Celſ#s Wm, 


in Origen, and with Arinsin Athanaſiuszand 0- 


thers whoſe confutations we are to thank; for- wiſh. 


all we know of their Arguments our Libraries 
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are juſt as well furntſhed with them as you 
may imagine ſome good Fraters cloſet in 
Spain, that hath the Inquiſitor for his neigh- 
bour, is with the works of {alvir, or L«- 
ther, or as the world is likely to be provided of 
thoſe paſſages in the Fathers that make for 
them ſome ages hence, whentime ſhall have 
worn out al Editions that are not accordins to 
the 1744cx expurgatorizs, of which thoſe T 
mentioned in my former Letter, Exuſebins, E- 
piphanizs and Saint A»ſtiz have not miſt their 


\ Sentle wipe,though you ſay you have not met 


in either of chem with any Article of Faith that 
you do not moſt intirely aſſent unto. For my 
part, I do not know what you underſtand by 
an Article of Faith ; but Iam fure I have ci- 
red out of St. Aſtiz ( of the neceſſity of Chil- 
drens partakins of the Euchariſt) an Article 


1n this diſcourſe, which *tis evident he held as 


an Article borh of neceſlary faith and practice, 
wherein I believe you will refuſe ro joyne 
with him. As for Epiphanizs his over-ſights, 
I refer you only to the Jeſuite Petavix, and 
for Exſebins to Cardinall Perrox, who caſts 
upon him a trifling aſperſion but of Arrianiſm: 
orif fits authority ſuffice not, let Ferome (Ep- 
654d Pamach. & Oc.) be heard , who gives 
him this good Teſtimony , Impietatis eAris 

apertiſſimus propugnator eſt. 
Now to your third and laſt ground , IHE 
v3 cane 


' (8c) 
the traditions-of the Church are infallible : -T 
fay, ' that in part we agree in this point ; forT ' 
am perſwaded that no man in his right wits 
will ever deny the firmeſt afſent he hath about + 
him-to traditions of the nature- which you-- 
Character dofrines taught by Chriſt to his 
Apoſtles, and by them preached through 
the world , and then again delivered tothe 
enſuing ages by them that had theſe points 
inculcated in their hearts by the Apoſtles, and 
in this manner with care, and every where 
| handed over fro age to age, which upon partt- 
cular occaſions the Fathers uſed to ſumme up 
and produce againſt innovators that would 
make breaches upon the ancient and generally 
received faith of the Church-Traditions of 
thisnature : Dodrines thus delivered, I ſay, 
we agree to be derived from infallible Autho- 
rity as well as the Scriptures ; and it is tndiffe- 
rent unto me, whether } receive the watersof - 
tife from the Springs themſelves, from the ori- 
ginall ciſternes and conſerves inco which they 
did ir. :ediatly flow,or elſe conveied through 
Aquidudts at ſixteen: hundred years diſtance, © 
ſo 1 be certain of the ſtanchneſs and puritie of 
the pipes. That ſuch rraditions,and ſo exatly 
conveyed there are in the Church, and to 
which is due, asto the Scripture, from every 


rudent man ( however a Sophiſter may' ca-' ..Þ 


vill) che ſtrongeſt aſſent of his ſoule ;, we like- | 
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wiſe both agree; ſuch are thoſe fore-named 


grand fundamentals of Chriſtianity; we agree 


\ further, chat by tradition weare (as you ſay) 


plainly,fully , and practifically taught how to 
underſtand Scripture, I mean; inthoſe Funda- 
mentals And much more: muſt T agree with 
you, that the buſineſs and errand of Tradition 
is to deliver it.ſo unto us, ſince. for my part I 
hold, that thoſe dignifying circumſtances :( by 


- which tradition may rightly pretend to be in- 
fallible)) delong onely 
- areeither plainly, or by neceſſary conſequen- 

" ces deducibly couchr in Scripture: in regard 


ro ſuch doctrines” as 


of which deductions we agree further, that.ir 


- cannot be denied; buc that itiis (as you ſay Jan 
"eaſier and better rule to guideour underſtan- 


dings in the affairs of Religion,to uſe the help 
ofſuch Treditions, then to reſc+ : for that end 


' unto Scriptures alone: as to-read a Book 
-- wherein there are difficulties, with a judicious 


comment, is likely.to be more profitable, then 


_ onely to peruſe the ſingle Text. And this laſt 
1 afſent unto, without admitting of the 


ſuppoſition upon which you interre it, to wit, 


that there can by tradition be had a compleat 
| knowledge of allthat Chriſt caught. All this 
' weare of, accord in; but what can you infer 
" from hence to the advantage of the Romiſh 
\ cauſe, ſince I peremptorily denie that there is 
-ſuch a qualified Tradition really belonging to 

SD F 3 I |! 


. (82) | 
any Tenent of the-Church:of : Rowe Ciſapprce 
-yed by us, orithat ſeal with thoſe quarterings 
; and dignifyings wherewith you blazon ic, fer 
| by any of-rtbe primitive Fathers ( which yer 
. were no ſufficient warrant) to any doctrine Bi 
;'that doth ſo much as border upon our di- Wi? 
 ſpates; ſince then. am ſure you directed thar WWW 
part of your Letter to the ſame purpoſe with jWhW 
the reſt, } muſt anſwer what-I conceive it cends Wl 
to,as-well as what directly your words beare, - 
::And as I have profeſt wherein: we agree 3. ſo 
now | mult ſet down in what-and why we dif- 
fer. Concerning theſe particulars of cradition Witt 
and Scripture, there are . two principall Jill 
-- points wherein I.difſent from you : Firſt, thar Wim; 
1n the general- you conceive all Traditions of Uitti6;? 
. the Church (whatſoever) infallible.Secondly, Wnsjltook 
that. you hold the Scripture to. be no compleat {MatKalt 
body of Faith,. and therefore that we are to Wrh;® 
. give tradition much the preheminency in go-. kb 
.verning the tenour of ours. © For the firſt, Kywyths 
namely, that all the Traditions of the Church Wmtbthe 
are infallible,T could by one demand(of which tuler 
| is that.Church whoſe traditions are infallible ) Wien 
_ either bring you to our confeſſion. that the key 
true Church is to be known meerly by its con- Kifhae + 
formity to Scripture: in beliefand practice ,.or Wkhjd&t7 
elſe into a circle-whilſt you are forc d to prove Inthiromsy 
| thetruth and infallibility of the Church, by Wmiwce 
her conſtant reception of thoſe true _ io AIRY 
: | allible $5 


Wy . (83) 
Ciſappro| * 4allible traditions, whoſe truth and infallib ility 
atering} +you areat the ſame time proving by the C hur- 
nit; ſa] ches conſtant receiving them. Bur I pals it by, 
wich ye] becauſe I would not ſeeme to argue in any 
7 doctrine} wiſe captiouſly ; and alfo for that Mr. Chi/- 
n onr-&} 7igWorth hath already excellently laid open 
ectedtha} all the intricaſies of this labyrinth. And there. 
poſe witht fore taking the preſent Rowziſs Church for 
veitrends| that you mean , I proceed to anſwer your Ar- 
ds'beae,| puments , whereby in your Letter to the Vi- 
agreez of Counteſs of P. to which you referre me, .you 
hy wedif-} - endeavour to prove all doAarines of the 
*tradition} Church received or delivered'by way. of tradi. 
principal} tion, infallible : the chief that T finde are in 
Firſt, tht}. the 12 and 13 concluſions as you-call them, of' 
ditionsof}- that treatiſe; where (irſt, for proof of your aſ- 
Secondly, ſertions, char no falſe dodrine of faith what- 
Lond  foever can 'be aUmitred-or creep into the Ca- 
wearetof tholick Church; you ſay that whatſoever the 
cy ingo-] preſent Church beleeverh as a propoſition of 
the firſt,} faith, is upon this ground, That Chriſt raught 
ie Churd} it as fuch unto the Church he planted himſelf; 
(of whici} a ſpecial good ground, and that will ſoon end 
infallible)} all controvercies in this matter, if the ground 
hart appear to be well grounded ; and that the 
byitscot- Church of Rexwe , which you ſuppoſe the pre- 
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| ſent Catholick , donever admir any dofrine 
diopror{ of Fairh bur upon that ground. -But firſt, the 
arch; ground can never be made good , that what- 


e-andi-| ſoever of Faith the Church of Ropve teacheth 
" falldej BF 4 was 


(84) 
was ab initio 10 taught by Chriſt himſelf, 


And ſecondly , Ibeleeve that the Church of legethi 


Rome her ſelf. doth not alwayes in all that ſhe 


teaches for a tradition of Faith , ſuppoſe that Ihe 0f Fa 


Chrift himſelf did teach the ſame ; 


latter part, I am better perſwaded of the mo- Jinone 
deſtie of the Church of Rowe, then to think I{#J}0 
that ſhe will ſo much as pretend it, for all her he APC 
dodrines, asfor example, that of communica- |jabWnic0 


ting onely inthe bread,is a tradition, for you 
will not I ſuppoſe vouch Scripture for it, un- 
leſs you mean to apply to ic Chriſt's prayer 
that the Cup might be removed ; it is atradi- 
tion of Faith, yea, and I think I may ſay of ne- 
ceſſary faith;for unleſs the Communicants be- 
leeve their partzking ſufficient, it muſt needs 
make that great Sacrament of the Church in- 
effeual; and yet 1 do not think that the 
Church of Rome, or ſcarce any Jeſuite for her, 
will have the confidence to pretend that 
Chriſt himſelf tanghe the mutilation, or the 
belief of one Elements ſufficiencie, ſince the 
contrary praQtice and belief is ſo evident for 
many” ages after Chriſt; and it-is ſo eaſie to 
diſcover the very drie root it ſelf, of the 
cuſtom ro with-hold rhe cup from the people; 
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the Church which he planted himſelfe ; you 


alledge this Argument ; The Reaſon why the 

reſent Church believeth any propoſition to 
bs of Faith, is, becauſe the immediate prece- 
ding Church of the Age before, delivered it 
unto her for ſuch , and ſo-you may drive it on 
(ſay yon) from age to age untill you come to 
the Apoſtles and Chriſt : an eafte progrefle ; 


- and which, if youremember, Mr. 7hite much 


inſiſted upon at that time when Mr. Chill;zg- 
worth did me the favour to give him a mee- 
ting for conference at yon lodging : although 
] ſera great value upon that Gentlemans lear- 
ning and faire way of diſpatation; yet I con- 
feſle his argument hath often made me ſmile 
it did ſo bring into my head thar gallant con- 
ſequence of Charles Thyanes, wherewithall 
you once made me very merry , by which he 
undertook to demonſtrate, that ſurely in the 


world there might þe a man ſo diſpoſea as 


(having a good riſe, and witha convenient ca- 


'-  reer)to leapat once from England to Rome ; 


for (faid he) Bring me the. beſt Jumper you 


know, and is it not likely that there may be 
another that you know not,fo ative as to out- 
jump him a foot ; let him be brought, I hope 
you will not deny but he may be out-jumpt an 
inch : & ſo by inches & ſtraws-bredths of out- 


leaping one another, why not to a thouſand 


miles? Idare ſay, that Ve, Hooper was berter 
ſatisfied 


(86) 


ſatisfied of the corruption of times in his pedi-! 6 1005 
Sree from King -Peppiy, then I was by that Er» 
. Logick of the incorruption of times in his de. WW 
dudiion of all Romiſh DoArines from Chriſt , PRRTR 
nor am I yet better ſatisfied , though I confeſs WM 
by your dwelling on the ſame Argument, I ſee BWh® 


| plainly, that what may be liable ro much #2 


flighting, propoſed by one man, may be.deli- POR 
vered with ſuch weight and authority from $4 
_ another, as though it convince nor, yet to re- WM 


- quire a ſerious pondering and diſcuſſion ; the } 


ſcope of your reaſoning, as I underſtand it, is Ne 
this deduction ad Impoſſtbile : If the preſent. 


Church (ſay you) hold a Doctrine of Tradi- 


tion, it is becauſe all they of the precedent ſo, 


held it and delivered it; and the reaſon of the 


preceding Ghurches holdings it fo, is the ſame 


| 


ry 


A 
g 
: 


relative to all thoſe of the next before, and ſo” Wm 


ontill you come tothe firſt age of the Church: 
Now this being ſo, there cannot be admitted 
(ſay you) unto the avowed channell of the 
Church , any corrupt Rivulet of erroneous 


Doctrine, unleſs all they of one age conſpirein 


an untruth to deceive poſterity , which is im- 


poſſible. This latter Aſertion, which 1 muſt Ih; 


. confeſs to be ſtrangely jarring to my ſenſe, is 


built upon a ſuppoſition of the former , which. none; 


is it ſelf of great ambiguity: for, beſides that as 
I ſaid formerly, I doe not think but that the 


* Church of Rowe doth receive ſome unwritten 
| doctrines 


a 


| holdsa thing for ſuch , becauſe 
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dofrines for which ſhe dares not pretend to + 
ſo ancien: a pedigree , as to have been handed 
down to her from the primitive Church thar 
Chriſt himſelfe hath planted ;, T-would fain 
know when the preſent Church , as you 1ay, 
( Ill they) 
of the-precedent age in Chriſts Church,delive- 


edel-[. red it to them for ſuch, what is underſtood ” 


your (Al! they) of the Catholicke Church in 


| the age precedent ; by( AU they) cannot be'in- 


rended here, what you ſay in your eleventh 
concluſion, namely, that you mean the whole 
Congregation of the faithfall, ſpred through- 
out the whole World; for it isa farre more e- 


| vident impoſſibility, then what you drive uns 


nofthe 
ie lame | 
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hurch: 
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ctrines | 


. to, that the whole congregation of the faith- 


full throughout the World in one age, ſhould 
confer with and teach the whole congregation 
of the Faithfull throughout the world in ano- 
ther : Tfit be underſtood by (AZ they) allthe 
Doctors and Governors of one age, to all the 
faithfull throughout the whole World of ano- 
ther ;\I think you will finde that likewiſe to 
border upon impoſſibility: | 

By Al they then,as I conceive, muſt be un- 
derſtood a!l the DoRors and Governors of the 
Church in one ape,to all the Doors and Go- 
vernors of the Church in anothet ; and from 
them the Dodrines. ſpred'among the whole 


: multitudes of the Faithfull, are ſaid to be the 


T traditions 


(88) C10 AenR 
eradition3 of the Catholick Church : Now this KW 
is ſo narrow a confinement of univerſallity ro {WF 
the mouthes of the DoRors or Governors of WIMMM! 
a preſent Church, that I think it no impoſſibi« {wwe 
lity for all choſe who have declared themſelves ine 
in ſome poin!, in ſome age, to have agreed to- Jian 
gether on the teaching of ſomewhat more Iſt” 
then was true, or at leaſt ſuch a major part hytiab'#6 
of them, as the difſentors may well have Jyo0&n6 
bin over-born or ſuppreſt, ſo that the dorine Yyiwo 
may with a ſucceeding Age 5 have paſt for a JW: 


«i 


tradition generally agreed 0n;. and to ſuch a yl;hnet 
conſpiracy, methinkes , they might have been Jitſe gene 


drawn by appearances of good, as well as yydvs,.bi 


rAulticude for an univerſall tradition, which I 
perhaps they knew not .to have been ſuch': Jurkews 
and fo in other points, as the good or danger Hier 
might appeare more orleſſe to the Governors Þ 
of the Church : ſo likewiſe: for worſe ends, Jpthitet 
1n point of the Popes Supremacy , it being a Yh 
-Doctrine ſo eſſentiall to the Monarchy of. the Ywary 
Church ; I believe it far from impoſſible, that Wink 
in ſome age: all che Doors of the Church Jigs 
of Rome, that thall be heard, may reſolve W "© 
reac 


| (89) | 
| reach it to their ſeverall Congregations, for - 
NOW thi nniverſall tradition, ſince the major part,as 2 
ſallity.t  Pope(eAEneas Sylvins)himſelf confeſſeth , af- 
rnors0| rms that the Popes above Councels; becauſe 
| he hath ſo many Biſhoprickes to beſtow, the 
| Councels have none ; beſides,if your(all they) 
of a precedent Church of Chriſt, inſtructing 
a Mt} the preſent, be reduced to ſo few as the Do- 
Jor* pat} tors, that are heard deliver their mindes- 
mM} in any one Age, The naturall Argument by. 
which you wouid prove the impoſſibility of a 
conſpiracy in an untruth, will fall to the 
ground, ſince that is built upon a ſuppoſition, 
ef that thoſe generall traditions which cannot be 
I erroneous, becauſe of humane natures, love 
U-F of truth are delivered by ſuch a- multitude of 


Mt] men as contain in them all the variety of dif- 
ont poſitions and aftetions incident to the nature 
witneſe ofman, which I doubt much whether it can 
ve.com-] truly be affirmed of all the Chriſtians of the 
tote] world: I am ſure it cannot of the poor num- 
-»whid| . ber of Doctors and Governors in any one age 
nſud) among them : Bur to ler this ſuppoſition paſle, 


{} ſuppoſing rhat the preſent Church under-" 
off ſtands what is meant by (All they ) of the pre- 
. ceding, though I do nor ; and that all the pre- 
 fent receives, ſhe receives as delivered to her 

by all thoſe of che preceding Age : let us ex- 
 aminea little that which you inferre upon 1, 


to wit, that this being (o, no falſe Rey 
O01. 


90 


. of faith , nay (as you fay afterwards) nd falſe. 
dodqrine whatſoever can be admitted into the. 


Church in any age, unleſs they of that age 
do unanimouſly conſpire to deceive their chil- 
dren and yongers, in telling them they were 
raught by their Fathers, what indeed they 
were not ; - That this is not impoſſible , ſince 
only the Doors 8 Paſtors of the Church are 


to be underſtood by( AP they)hath been alrea- 


dy ſhown : Buris there no ether way,ſay you, 
but this for falſhood co creepinto the Church? 
Truely ( me-thinks) on the contrary it is with 
error and neceflary truths inthe body Eccle- 
fiaſtick, as with life and death in the body 
natural ; And as there is onely one way 


for life to enter at , but a thouſand gates for” 


death, ſo for neceſſary truths there is but one 


ordinary avenne to the Church, namely by 


Scripture read or taught, bur for error to get 
inata thouſand paſſages , without ſuppoſing 
ſuch a general conſpiracle : For though ma- 
ny times when anerror hath had a long Cur- 
rent, we cannot point diredtly at the ſpring , 

Fyet are we neTe a whut lefs certane that it had 
_ anentrance, becauſe we know not at which 
doore ; N:lxs hath a head , though Geogra- 
_ phers cannot ſay direftly where it is: And 
lines many times thar at firſt appear parallels 
_ to the eie, by that rime they have been length- 
ned a great while , prove apparently uneven, 
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though no man can aſligne the point whereat 
the deflexion began. The doarine of the Chi- 
lialiſts, a DoArine which if any other, ſurely 
that may well be ſaid to have been a generally 
received Tenent of the Church Univerſall for 
ſome ages,lince in the whole Church for above 
250. years after Chriſt, there appeares not in 


that point one diſſenting vote, til] Dionyſus 


of Alexnadrida oppos'd it ; Anerror *tis true, 


{- and. yet 1 hope you will not be ſo uncharita- 
' ble, as to accuſe all che ancient Fathers of the 


iS With 

Eccle- } 
e body |- 
ne way] 
tes for 


but ons 


ſecond Century that they complotted to 


deceive poſterity by teaching them a falſhood 
for Apoſtolick Tradition; you are more favouy*s 


rable to them then ſo, in the laſt part of the 
Letter, where you your ſelf diſcover a way how 


without conſpiracy , this error, and ſo a- 


nother, may have overſpread the Church by - 
the Autority of one man delivering it for a 


' whiſper of the Apoſtles : And truly Couſin, 


what ever elſe may bee ſaid more probable in 


the particular, I am confident 'tis moſt true in 
, the generall, that the work is eafe from one 
man of credits Aſſeveration , to poſleſle vaſte 


multitudes with firm * perſwaſions of . a fall- 


hood ; and more in matters of Religion then - 
in Civill things,fince in thoſe this pum credere 
prevailes much; and moſt will rather take up- 
on truſt what many affirm, and they diſcern 
no ill in, then put themſelves to the oft-times 
endleſs 
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endleſſe troubles of examining ; Credulity be3 


ins ſo eaſie and naturall, Diſproving ſo dif: 


ficulr. 


I warrant you the common faith of Roms | | 


14s Aſcent irito Heaven , would have had upon 
your groutids,as rationall afſertors in the State 
of Roxze , as any tradition by ns queſtioned-at 
this day in the Sea of Rome : See in that poli. 
tique invention of 7«/izs Proclusgwtiat power 
the imagined piety of one man hath to make a 


fiction paſſe for an Epidemical verity, which as {yl 


T ertullian ſayes; Apol.cap.8. Ab uno aliquan- 


do prencipe exorta, exinde in traduces lingua- ' fi 
rum, & aurinum' ſ[erpat, ita modici [emis - ys rec 
nis vitinnt, cetera Yrumoris obſcurat , nt \wldns: 


nemo recogitet num primum illad os mendacis 
um-[eminaverit. | | 
The Jewes, a much more numerous mulcis 
tude heretofore,and ſtill I think equal in num» 
ber to any Chriſtian Church of one denomi- 
nation', were the moſt religious, the moſt 


ſcrupulous conſervators- of unwritten truths 


intheir Cabala. And yet what an erfor poſ- 


ſeſſes rhe whole Nation,and did fo long before 
the curſe fel. upon them , concerning their” 


Af the | 
- UV Dif 
al VUnr 
men, 
'Hordo\ 


Mzflias ; whoſe comming long before Chriſt; ” 
and ſince, they all expeRted, and doexpettin' Ky 


a temporall-kingdome, of which they did de- 
rive,and doe continue to poſterity the hopes 
by Univerſall tradition; or if you will ſay that 


they 


litybe | 
ſo dif; 


Rom". 'of Scripture that way by tradition; which 
' comes all co one; 


ad upon 


e Stats | 


dned-at* 


* power |. 
make 2 | 
hich av'Y 
iquans | 
lingut-'] 


6s [emi 
rat , if 
endachs 

- mules * 
n cum 
enomi- 


e miſt | 


cruths-- 
or poſs | 


before | 
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| (93) | 
they. build the doctrine ; notupon tradition 
but. Scripture ; yet I am ſure. you cannot de- 
nie but that they continue the interpretation 


'Did you grant the poſſibility of a Malti-: 


- tudes Conſfpitacie, I am ſure you would denie' 


itin this ; which is confeltly the point upon 
whicli all of them agree ; that cheir ſupreme 
felicitie depended: SEA 

It would paſſe for a very fallaciotis reaſo- 


ning to drive up this belief of the Patriarkes; 


and ſo conclude it infallible,tbecauſe the pre- 


| ſentage received it for a tradition from the 


preceding ; and that from the eZntepenni- 
time and ſo forward : Or becauſe the iriſtane 
where the error was admitted amongſt them 
cannot Digiro moyſtrari & dicier hic eſt, For 


; truly Coutin, partly through a natural deſire 


inall men, that others ſhould think as they 
do; or do what they think convenient ( from 
whence there ſprings an aptneſs in the rtea- 


| chers, to applie to their opinions the ſtrong. 


elt Authorities they can deviſe, whether they 
do juſtly belong unto them or no) and partly 
through an aptnefs of the ignorant(which are 


the greateſt part of Auditours) to ſwallow 


more, and retain better the words; and the 
ontward literal part of what 1s taught them ; 
then'eicher to examine or hold faſt the pre- 

G rſs 


Pd 
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ciſe and inward ſenſey It may well happen that 
multitudes may mumble the ſhell,. when a few - 
have the kernell; and looking ſuperficially Þ 
only upon the outward ſtamp, toſs up and: F 


down for currant among them counterfeit, W 
oft-times and adulterate Coine ; The mifſ- BZ: 


take is ordinary, and the propagation of the Þ 


error eaſie ; for inſtance ſake, inthe doarine WF 
of praying. for the dead , many of the Do-' BER 


ors of the Church , who believed that all 


the ſouls of the departed were kept in certain B*,% 
receptacles until! the general reſurreftion, RE 
conceiving that prayer for the beatitude of BW 


| the dead cameall to one with praying for 
the haſtentng of Chriſts Kingdome , might 
reach it others, thinking it no prophanation 
of prayer co imploy that holy Act even where 
we know it cannot availe , ſince Chriſt him- 
ſelf Prayed to have the bitter Cup of his paſſi- 


on removed ; © and all the Doors gene- kN 


rally holding ſuch prayers a convenient te- 
ſ{timony of charity in the living , whether they 
were Commemorative, Euchariſticall, or Sup- 
plicatorie, eaſily might the practice paſs into 
 acommon dactrine, 

Now the word Neceſlarie being often uſed 
for Convenient ( as it had need ) ſince under 
a leſs pretenſion then Neceſlarie, it is hard 
impoſing ' new duties upon the multitade 
And the ſtep being ſo eaſte,. though ſo Ins 
rom 


Jen that 
en a few 
erficilly 
$Up.and 
untetfett 
he miſ- 
In of the 
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the Do-! 
that all} 
certain 
reQion, 


itude of |- 
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1284ti0n |. 
n where | 


iſt him- | 
is paſſ- | 


s gene” | 


ſent te- 
er they 
or SUp- | 
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en uſed 
e ynder 
is hard | 
titade; | 
0/great 


from 


£8 
frofn heceſlary'to. abſolutely tieceſſary', 'cis 


rio marvaile that-all or moſt df the Paſtors 


ſhould have delivered it for ſuch to their 
Flockes, and applied to it the Seale of moſt 
Authority with the multitudes Tradition; and 
ſo they have ſwallowed that according to the 
expreſſion of a neceſſary dutie , and given it 


| the generall voague of ſuchin the Church, 
- which was farre from being cruly ſo in its firſt, 


and after ſo long a progreſs untraceable ori- 


Sinas.. | 
So likewiſe of Chriſts deſcent into Hell,con=- 

cerning which I ſuppoſe all antiquitie agrees 
in the ſhell of the Article; Deſcendit ad Infe= 

res (though Reffinu[ in Symb.] ſays it was left 
out of. the Symbole of the Church of Rome) 

few of the Fathersin the kernel}, or inward 
ſenſe, thatis, what was underſtood by Infe- 
1, and how, and why Chriſt diſcended thi- 
ther. Some take the 7rferi to be a part of 
Hel, others underſtand it with a little more 
colour of reaſon , thar reſting place called 4- 
brahams Boſome, and a part of Heaven. Some 
thinking, and rightly ,as I conceive,that he de- 
ſcended virtually onely to triumph over the 
damned. Others, that locally, yea ſo farre as 
to preach 1n hell; and convert there ; ſuch was 
the extravagant opinion of Clemens of Alex+ 
avaria[ Strom. lib. 5.p;639. ),one of thelear-. 
nedeſt of the pack , but allagreeing I ſay, a 

— tRaig 
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this. outſide, Deſcendir ad Inferes, or G5agur: WAWE: 
No marvel! that the more groſfſe and literalh {:. 


ſenſe ſhould be ſwallowed by the multicude, 


and. gain the name (though an errour) of com- jndaals, D! 


mon reception ,. handed to them from their 


Forefathers: ſo that it may be colleRed out of m TJ, | 


what hath been ſaid, that falſhoods may creep 
into the Church either by want of exa& fide- 
lity in the teachers ( which want may be ge- 
nerall when the collaterall conſiderations are 
Senerall, and the poynts themſelves not 
thought ſo important as others they ſerve to:) 
Or by the frequent miſapprehenſion of the 
reached, the matter often taking poſſeſſion of 
them,when the manner of the dodtrine uſual-- 
Jy moſt conſiderable, is either let flip or ſup- 
planted, or elſe by leiſurable, yea and ar firft 
inſenſible miſtakes either in Teachers or Lear- 
ners, which notwithſtanding in long progreſs 
of time grow manifeſt and vaſt, like the eb«. 
bings and flowings of the Sea, which at the- 
end of ſome honrs make ſo great a difference, 
when at the brink no man can perceive how 
rauch ground each wave doth gaine or loſe : 


What then ſhall thoſe diſcern that look upon - | 


the ſeveral biflows at a remote and dazzeling 
diſtance? Nor can your arguments taken from 
humane Natures prime appetency of Truth, 
ſerve to conclude an infallibility in whatſoever. 


{hal be timbrac'd for a truth by avaſt ps 
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549 | ofmen of variety of natures, diſpoſitions and 
literal | ;qtereſts. N 
titade, | Firſt, becauſe no number whatſoever of 
f com- | Jndividuals, but that which makes up the nni- 
1 their  verſall, can be conſidered as other then'a part, 
out of | whereas your argument is notcolourably ap- 
oY = to leſs then the whole. It is the irfruſtra- 
& | Hl 
de ge- 
ns are 
s not 
eto:) 
ff the 
on of 
_ 
up- 
at firſt 
Lear- 


Eo | orindls rravias qeenedone Dh, 
” 4 perdebit erroribus quam ex com joys, 
at the. | [cieatia noſtra & judicis Dei. 
ence, Third|y, becauſe though I grant your Ar- 
how | gument, Iam never a whit the ſurerof truth, 
'where I finde many profeſſorsof a doArine 
held as by cradition , ſince the prime naturall 
appetency of truth(whence you draw your re. 
 tiocination)is to the knowledge of trurh , 'not 
 therteaching of it. Now inourqueſtion this 
isas much or more requiſite in the deliverers, 
then the other in the receivers, ſince they 
Fa (32 look 


ty; 4 
look no- further then the hands they had ic $6 


L. 


from, and to hold faſt in truth what they MN lagg 
proſemed them for ſuch , and for ſo conveyed Bye." 
by their preceders to them. We: 
. And laſtly, your argumentation cannot he Fi-y0 
uſefull , becauſe you extend it. only to prove WK 
that multitudes cannot agree together , on an K*#\5) 
yntruth to complot it ; whereas to overthrow #8 
your imagined. infallibility, it is enough that BY 
they agree in, or to an untruth. to believe it; FR 
Between which two there is ſo great a diffe- B77 
rence,that I think the firſt very improbable, the K11%8 
other very frequent ; Nay further, I do WY 
conceive the very frequencie- and (if I may 
ſo ſay ) aptneſs-in Individuals, whether few 8B 
or many (which makes a multitude) to be led 1WGR 
intoerrors, to. reſult from. mans natural af- ki 
fetion to truth, which is ſuch and fo tranſ- 
porting, that we are glad toembrace and hyg KW 
the very ſhadows of it; And being rarely a- litions0f. 
ble in our imperfe&t and depreſt condition Watiarne 
here, tparriveto a ſolid enjoyment of that Mz! 
prime eſſence of Intelle&ual delight, we grow Kl},bel 
fond of the appearances , and cleave cloſe to Kt 
what is likeic. Mans affection to this Tran- Kat 
{ſcendent, expreſſing ir ſe]fafter the ſame man- Kjt0ul 
ner'that it yſyally doth. ro the other prime 
fellow appetency of our Nature (good) which: 

Qur ſoul here below , interially and naturally 
ams ar inall its purſuances: But the one]y 
£ | true 
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true. g00d being too farre elevated for it to'a- 


ſcend to a full enjoyment . thereof, 'whilſt;it 


beares the clogg of fleſh upon 1t;, qur- argdor 


g 


dire&s it ſelf ro what we think of neareſt -de- 
rivation from it. Bur alas, : we miſs even of 
that, and embrace falſe ſhadowes for it , eaſily 
conceiting any thing the ſame. that's but:.clad 
like unto what we love, whilſt almoſt all man- 
kinde courts,purſues and enjoyes what's 1ll,- yet 
ſeldome or never but /#b'ratione bonie And © 
thus by eaſily believing what we fain would . 


have, by a naturall paſſion both to good and 


truth, we are betraid to a miſtaking .credulicy 
in both, ; 


-- Thus Coufin,. I have preſumed to give you 


an Anſwer in my immethodical and unpoliſhr 

way , to what I finde repugnant to- my under- 
ſtandings in the diſcourſe to which you refer'd 
me for proofe of infallibility in all the Lra- 
ditions of the Church of . Rome. To. diſcuſſe 
that learned and eloquent Diſcourſe through- 
out, inany correſpondency..to:its weight and 


'- beauty, belongs I confeſle to farre greater .emi- 


nence then I.have.vanity to aim at.And:there- 
fore. what I have ventured. upon, hath been 
onely to ſhew you , that alchough I am 1n che 


higheſt meaſure delighted , yea even raviſhed 


wich that excellent piece, 1am nothing apaid 
therewith in this particular ; which may ſerve 


foran argument , that goodneſs many times 


- 5 oa de- 
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Felights the You! in ſpite of truth, & ſo proves Þ it N ; 
i icontdeint above it. Now that the falli- F Wy 
- bility, and cofiſequently the inſufficiency of Þ TN 
- your role of faith ; tradition, hath been made þ 
appear , it will: be fit to vindicite the ſuffici- Þ Wal fy 
ency of that Tie which we relie upon. Jn 8) (6 
Which work the: firſt-hinderance that I meet War 
ith, is-this objeRion of yours »- That the pare Py 
ticplir books oF 'Stripture were written for o- WR 
. ther particularenids, and not to Five us a com- ME 
| pleat body of faith. ' |, a6 yes" 
"To which I anſwer: that if by paiticular books WAatNvt 
of Scripture you underſtandeach book a part, Wt 
ſevered from its relation to the whole, I then WH 
agree with you, That every particular book was WARES 
-no' more intended for a coinpleat body ' of | Ka for 
Faith , then every particular Chapter for 4 Hthepent 
compleat body of the bock;, 'or then a Win- Mewdt k 
"ow ora Door, to be a compleat body of 4 arthe 
"Houſe ; but: a5the one was deſigned to ger | 
entrance, the otherlight ro ſome room or paſ. hisW 
fage of the Edifice ; ſo the ſeveral books of he! 
Scripture were written, ſome to giveentrance Mer 
to Chriſtianity , ſome-to Utuſtrate dark-pla- 
'ces of the whole ; ſome to triform us of mat= 
ters of fa, thar we might uriderſtand in whit 
chiefly to praiſe God; ſome to diſcipline us.in | 
matters of practice, that we might know how 
aprlieſt to ſerve and pleaſe him: And others to 
inſtruc us inmatter of belief, that we ph 
earn 
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' fearn to relie upon him. But 'on "the other 
fide , if you remit the lealt of this abſtra&t and 
Independent conſideration of the particular 
.books of Scripture : I muſt then profeſſe. that I 
ſtedfaſtly believe that they were all deſigned 
to this chiefe and primary end of compoſing 
that compleat body of Faith, whereon Chriſts 
. perfe& Church ſhould be built as certainly 
* a3 ſo many ſeverall parts of a building, having 
each a particularend, beſides of their ereRt- 
On, are yet in the generall and main intention 
all-deſtin'd to the making up of one compleat 
and entire Fabrick; Yea further, (without 
urging the compariſon till it halt) I am per- 
ſwaded that as the Maſter Archite& having an 
Idea form'd of the whole,dire&s many a part 


To the perfe&ion of that , when the ſubordi- 
Tate workman that frames it,thinks of nothing 
Farther then>vf the piece he is in hand with - 
So-oftentimes the Almighty Archite& when 
his -Miniflers perhaps ' never look'd further 
then that ſervice 1n particular ,, wherein they 
wr iagorkg » ſome perhaps in a Goſpel, in 


z3a-Epiſtle ſome ; he by his inftnite Wiſdome 
directed each particular tothe making up of 
the whole and compleat Body and Rule of 
Faith, the written Word ; which by his ad- 
mirable providence he hath, and will I am 
confident, ever preſerve intire and incorrupt 
in all parts neceſſary to its Own pg 
Sei | _ 
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. and harmony ;.and to mans eternal ſafety and 
diretion * Inſomuch , that I cannot bur think 
it at the beſt loſs of time, to be ſolicious after 
any ocher rule; and irreverence if not impiety, 
ro queſtion .the ſufficiency of this. But be- 
cauſe my opinion is little conſiderable with one 
of ſo far a better Judgment, take in this Point 
the Opinion of the Fathers, which you ſo much 
relie upon. ;;,To begin with Tertz/ian, theſe 
are the laſt words of his 22. Chapter againſt 
. Hermogenes,Scriptum eſſe doceat Hermogenis 
efficena : If it be not writcen (ſaith he) let him 
fear the Woe defſtin'd ſo ſhuch as (hall adde or 
take away. Can any thing be inferred more 
rightly then from this paſſage, the ſufficiency 
of Scripture, and the (uperfluity of any other 
rule? But take yet ſomewhat more 
7 pratior# dire& from + _Athavaſins. The 
rowards the holy, and from Godggnſpired Scri- 
beginning prures ( ſaith he) are ayrdpress,, of 
themſelves ſufficient to the diſcovery.of truth, wiſe 
 T appeal ro St. Ba// himſelf, of all the Fathers *\whengr 
the greateſt attributer coTradition in all things partsth: 
wherein regard 'is juſtly due unto it. Hear Giaro 
- What he ſayes, handling a point wherein Scri- 
'Pture (I think): is as dark as in any neceſlary 
* Hom-.29.ad- * One Whatſoever ;- I mean that of 
j: ww mn, the Trinity : Believe what's writ- 
- 04nd 41g ten, ( ſaich * he ) what is not 


written, ſeek nor, And in another place, It 
13 


(163) 
is a manifeſt falling from the Faith. ( oy 
Lhe) and anargument of Arro- 
gance,cither to rejet any of thoſe * Pe Ne ac 
things that are written , oritoin- - "7 I 
troduce any that are not of the 
written. . And laſtly, to.ſum up all that can be 
ſaid by a Proteſtant,inone ſentence of a Father 
of greateſt Learning and authority : Liſten 
but to St. Augaſtine, De doftrina Chriſtian, 
lib. 2:cap.9. In its que aperte in Scripturs 
pofita ſunt inveniuntar illa omnia que continent 
fidem woreſque viveudi, He had need be a 
confident Sophiſter, that would undertake to 
evade theſe Authorities ; bur yer if they may 
not be-admitted , -let Scripture be heard for it 
ſelf: Itisa priviledge and preeminence ſolely 
peculiar to that ſacred Volume to be Witneſs, 
| Advocate and Judge in its own cauſe. Surly 
the Spirit ſpake in St. P4z1l, when he told 77- 
mothy , That holy Writ was able to make hins 
Wiſe unto ſalvation, 2 Tim, 3. in fine. And 
when numbering up almoſt all the particular 
arts that can be required to the compleat In. 
ditation of a Chriſtian, he concludes, that in 
_ theſe by Scripture the man of God i made 
perfett, and firted to every good work, And I 
am confident by the ſame Spirit he ſpake' his 
own minde, when he {pake{ours ſo direaly to 
theCorinthians , Ut diſcatis in nobis ſupra id 
qued ſeriptum Y non ſapere, Epiſt; 1. "ey 4o 
WACTCe 


| (04). 
Whete by the way it is to be noted, that the 
Apoſtle applies this doatrine as an Antidote to 
that very infoiivenience which I have heard 
ſome Papiſts 6bje& againſt the reliance on the 
ſearch and ufe of Scripture , namely, that by it 
thoſe of greater capacity were likely to be 
blown up , and to glory in their clearer diſcer- 
ning over weaker, whereas the guidance of 
the Church and Tradition, was equaller to 
all, To thisT fay, *tis worth: obſerving what 
he deſires 'us it were by way of reaſon, for 
the contfary Dodrine , to wit, of confining 


our ſelvesto Scripture, iz w &5 vip T8 ads gu- 
gtSoIs x7! T3 £v5þts | 


 Tprofeſſe Couſin,that theſe and many other 
paſlages of Scripture, which for brevities ſake 
> Deut:cap.4. 1 note only in the * Margent; pros 
Ef ad Gat, AOunce tO me in as cleare a ſenſe 
 Cap.6. 25 may be, the ſufficiency of Scri- 
pture, and ſuperfluity of relying on tradition 
for a rule of Faith. And yet 1, ſweare I am 
none of thoſe of whom St. Baſil ſpeaks,p. 621. 
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How they may ſound , or what other ſenſe 


they may bear to you I know not, fince now a= | 


dayes Gads Word proves to men of divers 0- 
pinions, as the Apoſtles language, OI | 
ivide 


{ 
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divided tongues had ſat upoti thera in DaAgr 
* Alabaſfters conceit to ſeverall * jen was” 
Nations at one and the fathe HFkeviſe the | 
time, Hebrew to the Jew, pure. nnd: 
Greek tothe Athenian, and Z4- Authour of . 
tin toche Reman. Laſtly, if the '$pirus ſeas 
Fathers Teſtimonies may not prey #2rbered upony 
vaile, they being of an uncertain 
Authority, nor Scripture ſway, as being of an 
uncertain ſence, let common reaſon be heard 


in the cauſe, which for as much as I can 


judge of , it isas ſtrong for the ſufficiencie of 
Scripture ( that is, its containing all pornts ne- 
ceſlarie to ſalvation ) as any prudent man need 
require for warrant of his belief. It is agreed 
upon by all ſides, that Man being ordained to 
a ſupernaturalend, nature is not ſufficient to 
lead him thither ,- bet that he muſt have ſome 
meanesabore it, and proportionate to the end, 
ſuch as may either ſhew him the way ; if he 
can diſcern: or lead him in it if he be blind, or 
which is bappieſt and ſureſt of all, both inſtruct. 
and condut him ia it. This laſt kinde of 
Suidance, it were preſumption for man to 


claim, however Gods grace may afford it un- 


to ſome. The ſegond, it were ſtudipity for all 
to expet, however ſome have little hopes 


without it; And therfore it is the firſt thar 


belongs to manin generall ; that is a direory 


toall choſe pathes and windings, without the 
knowledge 
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-knowledge of which he cannot ::arrive to. his 

rimary end; And by the knowledge of which 
be may, and is reſponſible himſelf if he do not 
follow the dire&ion ; which if God ſhould 
withhold from us, although I could not ven- 
ture with ſome to apply to his Juſtice that-of 
«Pharaoh's requiring brick where he -gives 
no ſtraw, nor to pronounce ita ſtain to his 
Soodnefle , ſhould he condemn us for miſ- 
{ing the way when he gave us no Map of the 
Country , ſince to a lite actually forfeited as 
all mans was in 44am, the icaſt reprive is a 
grace; a grace to be let row inthe Gallies, to 
him that the Gallowes expeced ; A grace to 


take out of the ditch , a man that put out his | 
own eyes, though you leave hini to grope th 


out the reſt of his journey with perpetu- 
all hazards of falling® in. againe : I fay, 
though- I dare not in this caſe pronounce 
the with-holding a diretory from us, inconſi- 
Rent with his juſtice, wiſdome or goodnefle z 


yet truly I think you will yeeld, the man hath + 


not ſo fitting a belief of Gods mercy and wiſ- 
dom as he ought, who conceives that he would 
ſufter thoſe to periſh for waat of ſuch a neceſ- j;. 
_ -fary direQory, for whoſe ſake he gave up his } 
own Son to death. Now to ſuppoſe ſnch a di- | 


rectory from God, and to think it defective, is 1, ling 


again to fall into undue thoughts, either of his | 
-merey or of his power ; nay, its to deſtroy þ,, 
IEEE 40> og what Y 
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whiat you do ſuppoſe, fince the omiſſion of a- 
ny thiris abſolutely neceſlary in a direQion'; 
makes the direction none. | 

This concluſion then I may fafely draw,and I 
doubt not but with yonr conſent , that che 
Supernatural DiteRorie and rale whereby 
we are through Gods grate and mercy to be 
inſtructed in the way to our ſupernatural end, 
nitift needs be compleat and ſufficient in all 
parts abſolutely neceſſary to that end. It ori- 

| Iy remains then to ſhew which is that cute and 
direQory ſufficient and compleat in all neceſſa- 

| | ryparts : Nowas ina journey, directions of 
the way, how ſufficient , how exa&tſoever,will 
little advance you, unleſs you beleeve them, or 
the knowledge of che way,unleſs you have legs 
to go, or ſomewhat elſe to carry you : ſo in 
our Souls progreſs to beatitude, ic muſt have . 
reliance and its inſtruments of gradation too, 
which is Faith, the ſtrongeſt vehicz:1am of Hu- 
manity to Divinity. 

Now as I ſaid before , that the means muſt 
be proportionate to the end, ſo it is certain 
that the wayi& the Organs by which we move 
inir,muſl be proportionate oneto anther, or N 
we ſhall never arrive at our end: As thart ler all | | 


other things be never fo well fitted, yer if | 
our way muſt be thorow the Air, or the Sea, | 
good legs or directions will little avail us. The | þ 
Organ then of our motion to Heaven being | 


Faith, 
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Faith,arid that Faith the ſtrongeſt aſſent of our 
ſouls ; the ground upon which it muſt march; ' 


ought to be no leſs ſolid theriitifallibility, fince 


the ſtrongeſt Aſſent cannot be given but upon 
the ſtrongeſt Inducement : Foraſmuch then as 
particalar Tradition, that is the unanimous 
teſtimony of any Church , of what numerous - 
pare ſoever , hath been already concluded fal- 
ible; and univerſall Tradition is;as it were, co-. 

incident with Scripture, being onely (as Cle- 
mens (ayes, Strom.lib.6.p.679.) as it were, an 
unwtitten Tranſcript of that in mens hearts, 
and pives atteſtation to no materiall Obje& of 
Faith, but what is deducible thence. Ir 
followes, T hat Scripture is the ground propor- 
tioned by unqueſtionable infallibilicy to faith; 
as correſpondent likewiſe in all things elſe; 
both to the goodnes of God that gives the di- 
reqory; & to our neceſſities that are to follow 
it. The ſufficiency & perfeCtion of Scripture ha- 
ving been ſhewed, & likewiſe the defectibility 
of that kinde of Tradition for whoſe authority 
you labour ; The preferring of this latter be- 
fore the firſt in governing the Tenure of our 
Faith, is of conſequence ſuch an error as I am 
ſorry ſhould be countenanced, by your contis 
nuing in it. But becauſe the precedency 
which you give to the Churches Tradition de- 
fore Scripture, is pretended due- upon another 
ground alſo, which I have yet »ſpoke little un- 
| Þ tO : 
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to: e1ve me leaye to ſay ſomewhat to that. © You' 
lay Obſcurity to the charge of Scripture ; That 
Articles of Faith are not there fo plainly expreſt, 
that eyery body can underſtand them. If it were - 
. fo, truely the Laytie of the Church: of Roy is - 
much obliged to it, for eaſing them of thetrouble 
of reading what is unintelligible unto them; bur 
little beholding unto S. Jobs , for paſſing for a 
precept of Chriſt's, Search the Scriptures. But 
how ſhall they take it now, foraſmuchas the cons - 
trary'to your Aflertion , is a manifeſt Corellary - 
to the proof of Scriptures ſufficiencie and perfe- 
Ction ? the compleatneſs of a Rule or DireRory 
]- conſiſting as well in its Evidence; as its Fulnels , 
and mult need Interpretation *as little as Additis | 
on, Yetlct us 'grant your ſuppoſition a while, 
Scripture is obſcure , you ſay. What follows ? 
Tradition is 'to be preferred, Tradition then is 
| eaſier z Tradition isclear, ſay you, tothe Vul- - 
ear. 1ſhould rather thiak Tradition impoſſible : 
to be learn'd , fince Man can ſpeak but with a * 
few, and millions muſt make up that ; unleſs 
you bring all lines that. can be drawn from the 
Ciarumference, into a Centrical point, the Pope: 
But you are too much a friend ro the DoRtors of 
the Sorbox, todo that, Befjdes, if you do ſo, 
the difficulty will ſtill remain : For here the Rule 
in Geometry will hot hold. The lines drawn 
back from the Centre to the Circumference , are 
not equal.” Met are not all at an, equal diſtance 
"> H from 
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from him ; all cannot hear him 2 How ſhall the 
Vulgar underſtand him ? By their Ghoſtly Fa- 
thers? You will not artifuts to private men 
a clearer,fuller, and evidenter capacity to inftruQty 
then the whole Body of Scripture : Or if you 
do, What are Private Inſtruftions of kin to Fra. 
ditions ? 

- Thomas of eAquine purs in this kinde, the 
higheſt complement upon Ideots towards the be- 
vinhing of: his firſt Book adwverſ34 Gentiles , by 
finking down the learnedſt to their level. For he 
teaches us, I remember, to this effe& , Thar the 
wiſeſt ought not' to embrace by Natural Reaſon 
and Diſcourſe: any Article in Religion, were itas | 
manifeſt as that the whole is bigger then the 
Part ; fince there may be one ſo ignorant, as to 
have no notion of what the Whole is , or what 
the Part. And Religion, that imparts all alike, 
muſt be grounded (fays be) upon tome Principle 
common and equal to all. - Herein the DoRor, 
I muſt needs fay; 'is rightly Angelique : for he 
walks to me in the clouds. If he mean , by that 
Principle Faith, 1 underſtand not how that can 
be ſevered cither from Reaſon and Diſcourſe, - of 
which itis the laſt reſult ; or from Grace, which 

is not comrion. -If he mean , bythe Principle, 
| that Tradition of the Church which you relic 
. - - on, I know not how that can be an cafie guidance 
"tothe Ignorant, fince it is ſo - difficult a matter to” 
5; the wilelt , to knoyy which is the right ha 
— Gy pore I as OE whoſe - 
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Whoſe 'Tridifions are ſo ſacred :for unleſs thar 
Appear, neither the Ignorant, nor the Wiſe , are 
like to bemuch fatisfied inconſcience,by govern- 
Ing the tenour-of their Faith according unto them. 
7s we muſt judge of the Church by Bellarmine's 
Marks, in what mi{-maes ſhall the ignorantbe 
guided , whilſt we finde the- moſt knowing- in- 
yolyed inſuch intricacies , in the examination of 
- what is meant by Viſibility , Succeſſion , and 
Conformity with Antiquity ; and to what Soci- 
f ety of Chriſtians thoſe attributes belong. If you 
' Will haye the 'true Church known by Scripture, 
| | Which is ſurely the eaſieſt and beſt courſe, (evenin - 
the opinion of. many learned Papiſts) what is that 
but to flee back, and make Tradition clear and 
certain, by that Rule from which you flee, as from 
what you- judge obſcure to Tradition that you 
pretend to be evident ? And: then the Proteftants 
will have reaſon to take it heavily, that they 
ſhould be condemned for :fonnding each part of 
their Religion upon the ſame ground whereon the 
Papiſts build all theirs at once +: Yea great rea= 
| ſon ſhall, we have to reſent it, unleſs a Patent be * 
oranted from God Almighty, declaring the Rule 
| of Paith for ſuch: a Commodity as may be taken 
| from Serpiture in groſs, but not by retail,” +: 7+ 
Now that.I have anſwered your ObjeCtions:; 
; I will not be nice in declaring unto = ,-to'the* 
. | full, my ſence concerning» the: Sufficiencie and, 
ns R Perſpicuity of Scriptures UNCOSOLS 5+ 03 och Sth 
+ | te H: pA BET. I. be- 


——_ 


OE 


Oo 
at 
& 
le 


=-EERMEFISSS SS 


- 
— 
« *.07 SV y NN 
: . 
* xz a" # 
0 F . , x 


(112); 

. I: believe that thoſe: Canonical, Booksiwhich 
God by his providence hath. preſerved: unto theſe 
Times, and which are acknowledged by;all Chri- 
ſians;to. have. been Divinely. diated.,;,do make 
up a compleat Body of all the material objects of 
Faith neceflary to iabvation ; whether -explicitely £ 
or implicitely to be belieyed. eaehe, 2 cp Os 


« 
. 


- T further believe ,- thatin that. bleſſed Sacrary - 
there is not onely an incluſive luſficiencie , to wit, 
a perfect comprifal of all Saving DoEtrines ablo- 
luxely, efſential ro Chriſtianity ; 'but-an .exclufive - 
alſo, thats ,. ſuch a ſufficiencie as excludes and- 
forbids..any Dodtrines ſhould be:impoled on - 
Chriſtians for a neceſſary Article of Faith, thar - 
is not. recorded there. Nobrs curioſitate opus 
20x eſt-poſt Chriſtum feſum ,  noc inquiſitione 
poſt evangelium ; cum credimus , .nihil de- 
frderamus wmlira credere : hoc. enim prius 
credimus , 01 effe quod ultra credere debe- 
7145. Terr. de prax.adver{.Hzret.cap.8. -  — 
And laſtly, I believe that all points whatſoever . 
of Chriſtian Religion are there ſet down as per- 
ſpicuouſly, and as clearly intelligible to all capa- 
cities , as they are clearly neceflary'to be believed -- (3800 
by all: And that God's mercy in the merits of. . * 98 
Chriſt , accepting alike the Faith: reſultant. from *: i 
' the dark. mills of the Ignorant, and from the*.- *} 
_ clearcſt intelligence of the Learned. | 
| The Lamb may wade to his bliſs thorow the 
ame water thorow . which . the Blephant may 
| {wim, 
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Adwim.:1{Reicquid ft (mihi crede ) 1x *Seij- 
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;.verit as; reficieudns.inflanrands TE ARLNS15 
 accommodatiſſimaldiſciplina;t» planc'ita mu- 
 aificata 5. #t.:nemo inde tanrirenon pofſit god 
_ ſ6bi (atis. eft;:ſi modo ad. haurieuduin devotes 
+ pie, wtwvera Religio poſcit'; 'accedat:: Heie'is 

the laying ot;:H eracliturimofereuely applicable. 
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Not truely:do Econdeiye{befides God's equia- 
'Itzing capacities by his own gracious accepta nce) 
that there needs more then a yery ordinary one, 
:t6. underſtand. the Scriptirercin aH points: abſo- 
{lutely neceſſatyt6alyations: ::!*Ouz d7xpVCy ri; 
- 450862 : 085 rg, no0y ENARHTE : 201.719: Wang: Irs 
Up ReteS NIAs ; o odlg fo o eds ng 
->-; Itmay beias well: underſtood of the: Word:of 
God, as of God the Word;;to.-wlom'C/#mens 
-{ pag: 56aaverſ.: Gents); applies :the-faying, 
: Alagnifice igitur &- ſ#lutriter, Spirits; fat- 
thus ta ſcriptyr as ſanbhjas modsficauits; i ut 
Jocis. apertioribus fama- acenrret,; obſviertori- 
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hayegivento God's. Woxd many. various acce- 
prions , whillt not ſeeking the doftrine of Scri- 
.-Pture, - but thoſe that..themſclyes are imbued with 
. in-it - they uſe it not. as the ſtraight and Rtedfaſt 
which it was ordained , . but rather as a Lesbian 
Rule!, to be bent and 'refleRted according to the 
ſeveral, purpoſes of their own ArchiteQure, 

_ ey of the heayenly:food of the ſoul, that 
fantaſtick imagination of 1ſ7aet's heavenly food 
of the body , Manna , which was faid to have 

been to. all differing palats. the 'morſel that each 

one would have.ity: and. the taſte that his mouth 


was made tos no 4 ot us 
. 4;'Since then I amthus perſiwaded:; 'that God 
bathlodged within us a Pilot, Reaſon, how weak 
. ſever , yet proportionate to:the 'Veſſel agd the 
. Voyage; and that he hath likewite aid open 
- before us a clear ang faithful Card; 'thiit yaries 
ppt:for'any Eleyation , Scripture': you mult par= 
don me, Couſin; 3f Ichuſerathertofteer by that 
Compaſs thorow the-deprhs of Relivion, to our 
:Haver of reſt -and-:beatitude; then "ike thoſe an- 
cient Nayigators that wanted:z tre Directory, to | 
coalt it from DoRtors to Fathers. \ from-Fathers 
to Popes , from. Pepes- to 'Councels,” and from 
all theſe to (hnt- pretended unerting) ii 
 . Quare oportet heave maxime', 1n quavite 
ratio verſatur, 'ſibi quemque-bonfulere ſubque 
jnicio as proprive Jenſbih tits nd vueſti 
71 - | = gandam 
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gandam & perpendendam Veritatem, CL 
credentem alienis erroribus decips , tanquam 
ipſum Rationis expertem. Dedit omnibus 
Dems pro wirils portione ſaprentivm, ut 0. in- 
audita inveſtigare poſſent , & anudita perpen- 
dere: wee quia 205 illi temporibu anteceſſe- 
runt, ſapientia quoque anteceſſerunt, que fo 
omnibus equaliter datxar, occupari ab antece- 
dentibus non pateſt, ſed hoc eos fallit , quod 
majorum nomine poſito non putant fieri poſſe 
#t aut ipſs plus ſapiant , quia minores votan= 
tur, aut ills diffiprerint, uia MAJores nomi- 
wantur. Lacan. Deome. Inſticut. lib. 2. 

And now. (noble Couſin) that I haye exami- 
ned your Opinions., and diſcuſſed your Argu- 
meats, let me haye your patience , or your par- 
don, a little further , while I give you an account 
concerning thoſe Directions wherewith you fa- 
your me in your Letter,and in what ſtate Iam to 
follow ſome, and to excuſe my ſelf in others. 

To the firſt, namely , the uſe which you con- 
ceive we are tomake of reading of the Fathers, 
I willingly.conform my ſelf in one part, thar is, 
in letting paſs thoſe things which they write as 
Divines and Sholars onely, allowing them no 


more weight with me, then the reaſons wherewith 
they are accompanied do give them. Iam like- 
wile very willing to let paſs, forthe moſt part, 
what they write as Commentors upon the Scri- 


H 4 pinre. 
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prere ; their interpretations in that kinde being 
many times (if [ may ſo ſay). very Chymerical. 

. Although I mult tell you, that were 1 pertwaded . 
of any third Authority by whole feal the Fathers 
could tranimit unto us, 1n all things of Religion, 
ſuch certain and unqueltionable tefolutions as 
you imagine, I ſhould not expect their aid more 

earneſtly, nor take the omiſſion more unkindly of 
them in any thing , then in point of giving us the 

' right and well-handed interpretations of Seri- 

-ptures. Tfurther obey you, , in laying hold 'and 
relying on what they teach us as Paſtors of the 
Church ; relying ( Ifay) upon that chiefly , to. 
wit, in the great Fundamentals of Chriltianity ; 
but not generally, that is, not in thoſe Queſtions 
which we diſagree on ; wherein they were neither 
willing nor able to be exact : . and leaſt of all, 
when they enveigh againſt Hereticks ; their - paſ- 


fioas-and tranſportments. being at fuch times 


oreatelt, As for ſuch Opinions as they deliver 


Dogmatically, without alleadging texts of Scti- 
.--pture or learned Arguments to 'maintain them ; 
: although they appear deiivered with never fo ear- 

neſt an intent, that they ſhould be taken as mat- 

ters of Faith , you mult. pardon me if chey: fink 
no deeper.into my belief, then they are driven by 
ſuch Arguments as my own -or others diſcourſe 
canfinde for them , either in Reaſon, Scripture, 
or Uniyerſal Tradirion. - ; 
Your ſecond adyice 15, that I ſhould apply my 


cate 
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 Qare to collect thorowout the ſeyce of the Fa- 
 thers, and, .by what they tay, to frame to my ſelf 
a Model of the Praftice, Goyertment , and Be- 
| Hef of the Church in their times ; and then to 
| tell you whether ic belike to yours or ours: The 
Care and Attention you wiſht me; I brought at 
firſtrothe ſtudie of the Pathers : but I cannot 
brag of the Model I have framed out of them 
| findimg that truly a work hard enough for the 
beſt Antiquary : And to me *tis an improvement 
of the difficulty ta an impoſſibility , to be putto 
tell you which of rhe pretent Churches hath moſt 
reſemblance to that of their times : I could as 
eaſily refolve ycu which of two men that ſtood 
efore me, were likeſt to' a hundred differing 
faces. For I do not think there is a greater ya- 
riety of countunances at a Publick Aflembly,then 
therearedifferences in the ſeveral Ages wherein 
the Fathers'lived, touching thoſe three parts of 
Religion ; elpecially theſe rwo , of PraCticeand 
Government ; of which , . Tertullian , having 
jumm'd us all the chief particulars of the Creed, 
pronounces, Hac lege fidet manente, cetera 
1am diſciplins & converſationis admittunt 
 ovitatem carrettionts. Tett. de Virg. Velan. 
| cap. I.. Fox matters of Practice, *cs a clear 
caſe , what liberty was taken to yarie then, ac« - 
cording to ſeyeral eyafions and: ends.,. .ſfince 
{ome of the Apoſtles themſelyes you know , did 
not lick to practice Circumciſion ; nor do the 
| | fſeverall 
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| ſeveral iges appear to meere @ whit the more 
exquiſite , inthe imitation of their fore-fathers; 
| then you will ſay the Church of Rome is at this 
_ dayof the Apoſtles inthat, amd of thoſe that 
followed after in adminiſtring the Euchariſt to 
children, and yet *cis ſhe that pretends to be the 
Pantomime of antiquitie for matters og Goyern- 
ment, how Camelion-like that hath been , how 
various, 1s as viſible as green, and he that would 
redue the Churchnow to the form of Goyern+ 
ment in the moſt primitive times, ſhould not 
take in my opinion}, the beſt noe wiſcſt courſe, 
1 am ſurenot the fafelt , for he would be found 
pecking toward tee Presbytery] of Scotland, 
which for my part, I beleeve in point of Go- 


vernment , hath a greater reſemblance then ei- 
ther yours or ours , to the firſt age of Chrilts 
Church , and yet is [neer a whit the better for it , 
fince it was a form not choſen for 'the beſt , but 
impoſed by adycrfitie and oppreſſion , which in 
the beginning forcid the Chnrch faom what ir 
wiſht, to whar i eight , not ſuffering that 


dignity and ſtate cclefiafticall » Which rightly 
belono'd unto'it, to manifelt it felf ro the word; 
and which ſoon afterwards upon. the lealt I#cids 
trtervalla, ſhown forth ſo gloriouſly in the 
happier, as well as more;Monarchicall conditi- 
on of Epiſcopacy ; of which way of Goyern- 
ment.2 am {o. well perſwaded, that ME thinkic 
pirtie *ras nor made betimee ; 7 27tich of the 
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| freely whaz I think , holding then the ballance | 


- T (118) = 
Scotiſh Chatechiſmn, that Biſhops are jwre divi- 


20. Buras it isa true maxime in nature, Core 


rxptio optinsi peſſima, ſo it holds likewiſe in 


Government , both civil and 'Ecclehiaftical. 


| t_ beſt of all, M onarchy, teſters c:ft-times and 


wels into the workt of all, "yrannic. Zo which 
after the firſt 5 00, years , Policy having or'e- 
topt Pietie , the Church made-a haſtic pregreſs; 
and of the —_— oes in this particular, I 
orant the preſent C nk of Rome: tobe aco- 
py farrexceceding the originall , verifying now of 
the Rona: , the impuration that Ariſtides layd 
by way of repraach upon al ower Empires;Ts 7 
WHegadorras ws Sinus Wefphoopuy » Tos Ns £uSipes 
a5 $%2p35 ixoxdZor* for matters of -belicf , the fal- 
vation of Chriſtians depending chiefly-upon them, 
'tis-true , in the primary and fundamental ar- 
ticles , they haye been more conftant,unanimouis, 
and exaRtz -and in thoſe comparing the. Church 
of their tines with yours and ours; I think 
may pronouncethem all three alike'to 'one ano» 


ther'; but in points les material, ſuch as Ielteem 
-thoſe*: wherein we two diftee ; I ſhould: contra- 


dit my ſelf. toundertake rhe- framitig out of the 


Fathers a certain judzement , which of thetws. 
n of their times. - Notwithſtanding , if yc 


mand meto fay for - which fide m my DJ) els tlie 
Fathers do make moſt, I will tell you truely and 
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asevenas.I can, Iconceive-the Fathersin ſome 
' few points,do lean ſomewhat more to you, as 
 1nthatof Chriſts deſcent into hell; and.alſo in 
that of free-wil: (thoſe excepted that-wrote in 
' heat againſt P elagius )but ivother diffecentes, 
. and thoſe of greater importance, [colle&,'- and 
probably,iFL am-not much deceived,thar-their 
ſenſe is much clearer for ns, as in the doArines 
of Purgatory ,. and of the Enchariſt 3. for as 
tonching the firſt, alrhough you may pretend 
in ſome that the words and outward;.ſhell, 

- wherein the Fathers opinion were conveyed , 
belong moreto you;.. yet if the' matter be 
carefully pick'd and eximined, 1 doubt .not 
"but the ſenſe and kernel will prove ours-3-and 
it will be: found that when ever. any of the 
| Fathers, Origen onely excepted, and hjs ad- 
_ herents, who held the very flames of Hell 
\ but Purgatory and Temporal; I fay>thoſe ſer a- 
fide,allthe Expreſſions of the Fathers this way 

_ appear clearly.ro moto have been underſtood, 
not of a Purgatory , but onely of a Proabaty- 
ry fixe , whether they meancchar of. affliction, 
or that of the day of Judgament ; as for that 
place in St. Aug»ftine formerly alledged for 
Purgatory , his belt commentator Log. Vives, 
© confeſles. he could never meet with it inthe 
by ancienter copies” "Of tliat Fathers admirable 
; works, ' however crept into, the vulgar. Edi- 

ions: | | | 

In 


» 
| 
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Tn point of the Euchariſt, I believe ty former 
inſtances will deſerve a confeſſion of the bal- 


|  lances beirig ſo equally poyſed in this affaire, ' 


asfar forth as expteſfion at leaſt, that the o- 
verbearaneces of either ſcale is hardh percepti- | 


 bletbur did I grantthat their words weighed 


incomparably more on your ſide , yet I ſhould 
not dotbt' to challenge their ſenſe for us, 
and that moſt confidently npon this reaſon ; 


' That ſuppoſing the Fathers to have believed 
| - as we do, the Sacrament to be Bread, great 
| . reaſon might they have notwithſtanding, to 


raiſe the majeſty of itin their expreflions, and 
to term'it the body of Chriſt, ir being uſuall , 


. and thought neceſſary inthe primitive times 


to wrap up the Sacraments of the Churchin _ 
myſteries, that che Catechumens "might be ' 


' pofſeſt with'a more awfull reverence towards 


them, and be whetted'and fan'd as itwereto _ 
a more keen and-'ardent defire of being ad- 


| mitted untothem ; eſpecially the danger be- 


ing much more eafie forthem to think too 


_ meanly of. what bore the'name of Chriſts bo-._ 
\_ dy, he was palpably bread, then that they 5 
S ſhould fall ro adore that for God, which their . 


eare onely told them was the fleſh of- Chriſt, x, 


and-all their other ſenſes affured them tobe F 


the commoneſt food of mankind;whereas ſup- _ 


poſi ing” them ©o have believed AS the Chard, 
; 0 


( 123) 
of Rope doth, that the Sacrametit is the very 
Fleſh and Blood of our. Saviour, and to be re- 
ceived with the ſame reverence that be ; 
to God himſelf; there can be no warrantable 
reaſon why they ſhould at any time leflenthe 
majeſty of ſo ſacred an obje of our adora. 
tion , or give.it ſo often the name ofthoſe or- 
dinary elements , whoſe evidence to our ſeriſe 
ſhould they. alwayes have faid all they. could 
invent - of | dignifying, would {till have been. 
apt enough to give an allay to the faith and ve- 
neration that's pretended to. 
heſe being as I conceive, two of the moſt 
important Articles of difference between your 
Church arid ours, what bath been ſaid will 
ſuffice to, manifeſt untoyou., that thorowour 
this diſcourſe I decline not the tryal by the Fa-. 
thers out of any diſtruſt of our cauſe : for trus 
ly though 1-will not allow. their Writings to 
be the proper tribunal at which- our contro- 
verſies areto.be judged, Iihoald be content 
to referre with you. the whole matter to their 
arbitration, and voluntarily. to, allow them 
that dererminating power which in right they 
cannot clzime; ſo farre am.I from acknow- 
ledging a.greater conformity in the Church of 
Rowe then in ours to what they teach ro have 
been either the Government, Pra&ice ,. or 
_ Belief of the primitive times, nor yet ſhould 
I refuſe them for Arbitrators as ay" 
| EO ruy 
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;' .\. Tily asf doefor Judges. Iwoeuld not thiak-: 
; my pains loſt, or ſtudy of the Fathers nor. 

. | worth the while: For beſides the adddition 

. of knowledge and general improvement of-- 
. the Soul » which one muſt be a very ſtupid. 
| Readerof the Fathers, notto-advance in, by 
| the helps of their greatand univerſal learning, 
|| beſidesthe admirable excitations to piety and 
| 2eale; 1 conceive that even in the affair of 
| Cireing us to a ſoul-faving Religion , a 
| Chriſtian by ſearching into their ancient me- - 
' morials may as you ſay, reap a far greater ad- 
| Yantage , then either Criticks or Lawyers do. 
; intheir ſeveral Sciences from their worm-ea- 
| ten monuments of Antiquity ; for they,Cou- 
i- -| fin, fromtheir maimed evidences of broken 
 anddisjoynted Recors, draw out. Principles, - 
| it is trye, ſo probable, as may prudentially in- 
| duce ,a rational and equal Svrveyors aſſent, 
from which they frame perhaps ſome ſuch, 

- text, whereby indifferent men do conſent co. 
X.- beregalated; but we by our holy ſearch into/ 
8 | the Sacraries of former ages are ledto a text: 
N | already divinely framed z A text perfealy. 
#- | comprizing all parts requiſite to the ſupreme 
*.-- | Science it concerns z A text whoſe very afhir- _ 
f :: | mationis na uncontroulable reſolution; front: 
E.." Jour Records of antiquity, we draw not on- '- 
| f We fy Topical Arguments, but proofs to any dif- 


. 


courſing man. above demonſtration ; ſuch as 
” | a 


_ OO II 


CLE ( 124) 
it were madneſsand impiety to reje&t upoti 4- 
ny argument to the contrary ; and thisin all 
points of Religion; miſtake me not; I meane 
that do really and confeſtly on all hands im- 
.port Heaven or Hell in mens beliefs and pra- 

iſes : and from hence, though I ſhould deny. 
the Fathers any uſefulneſs at all in our contro- 
verſies, yet I ſhould extereamly gratulate to 
Myſelf the labour and ambition to be inſome- . 
go00d -meaſure skill'd in their Antiquities, 
and to you your greatand ( according to. 
your Principles ) moſt judious progreſle in 
ther. - | be: 

Your next .advice is, that I ſhould apply 
my underſtanding and induſtry to build up as 
well as to pull down: and to examine as ſtridtly 
the reaſons of my own belief, to ſee whether 
that be well grounded;as thoſe for the contra- 


ry opinion, to obſerve whether that be conclu- - . 


dingly demonſtrated ; Imuſt confeſs, Iever 
thought it a-ſuperflnous labour, to ſeek to eſta- 
- blich onepart of a contradiRion , by any fur- 
ther proof then the deſtruction of the other 5 
and you yourſelf ſuppoſingour Tenents con- 
traditory,: do warrant that for a truth, (to 
| me) {ſufficiently proved, and'preſs on mea 
neceſſity of imbracins whatſoever is contradi- 
Aoty toa falſhood;* =» | 
- -Tistrue that Saint 7eronue paſſes upon La- . 
Cant, acenſure ina wiſh; ' Vtinam tam 
NO | S: noſtra 
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ther falls, as certainly as in natorall generati- 
on, the decay of one thing js infallibly- the pa- 
tegr. of angther.: And therefore in;point: wi 
wrong and unfitting ſuperſtrucures > ſuch as 
moſt of che Remiſs Tenents are,, which ye 
lay -batrery £9-,: ic may ſufficeto,pull dowy 5 
thoſe heing demoiiſht; whats, rightly buzle 
will tand faſtge ir ſelf, ſince both ſuppoſe. 
foundation. Be HR 
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"Hity in that*unity ; I beleeve'the incarnat?- 

' *on of the ſecond'perſon of that Trinity, that's 

« Gods aſſumption 'of perfe& humanity from 

: the womb of-a Virginz And'that he bumbled 

- hitnſelf, not onely to manhood, bur alſo to 

"mortality ; that after he 'had'ſet our praQice 

-xn exact patern by his life, and by his words 

-1mbued our Theory with all: neceflary docu- 

«ments, he might purge our '{taines with: his 

:-bleod, redeemour forfeitures by the price of 

-- his paſſſon, - and preſent a plenary ſatisfaQt-_ 

"on to his Fathers' Juſtice for all our mtſdeeds ; 

-T believe ' further , -that to make us capable of 

"theeffects of his merits, Beatitude , he illyn= 8K 
minates our underſtanding by the gift of the iii 

| holy Ghoſt} by whom is: created in us that angie 

divine faith; by which theſe myſteries are to [KM 

* be: apprehended: I beleeve-alſo, that our {ik 
bleſſed Saviour gave his Apoſtles Commiſſion . Ml 

. to preach roa4llthe world his ſaving Dotrine, 0 

who did accotdingly, and have left to poſte- 

"rity, both'written Records, and living onesin 
ſucceſſions of the fairhfull, that ſhall preſerve 
even to the endof the world, theſe and all 0- 

ther articles -neceſſary-to ſalvation, ' I like- Mi 

' Wiſe beleeve' that 'the Apoſtles ' eſtabiiſhed 
Paſtors in ſeveral Churches , whom we are 
to hearken unto'.with reverence, and to re- 
ceive of them the Sacraments of regeneration 
ro Chriſt , and of Communion with him, rin 

| | WHIC 
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which by Gods grace.; have a divine and 
ſupernatural effeR in - the clenſfing us from 
fin; .I beleeve that Heaven ſhall. be the Re-- 
ward of the good, and hell of the wicked ;-and' 
laſtly ina word ( to ſupply whatſoever 'may. 

| bavebeen omitted) I firmly beleeve whatſo- 
everis evidently contained inthe Creed . or. 
Scripture , orclearly deducible from. either. 
I am perſwaded . that you will yeild that the 
reaſons upon which theſe are built, will abide 
the ſtrifteſt examination: None of theſe aſ- 
ſertions 1 hope betrayeth its own weakneſs 
Arid yet theſe are the only opinions which I 
have been imbued with; theſe are the parts of 
faith that integrate my Religion ; in theſe are 
compriſed al points that I think neceſſary to.be 
believed; And he that believes any thing more, 
if he have but his ſhare of good works,is ſafe in 
my 6pinion;for he hath faith of ſupererogati- 
on;my firm and refolute ſettlement in theſe ve- 
rities; defends me from being at all concerned 
in thoſe ſeyerall imputations which towards 
the cloſe of your Letter you do molt judiciou- 
My and juſtly-lay upon Sciolous and Scepricall 
wits, that floating in uneertainty, would fain 
reduce every thing to that paſs, ſeeking ra- 
| ther to puzzle and imbroil an adverſarie, then 
weightily ro eſtabliſh a ſolid truth. *Tis that 
ſolid truth, and ſuch as bears no diſpute, that 
 Iwith we might all ſtick to; and let paſs thoſe 
2 quillets, 
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quilſets; arid nicetics impoſed bythe Chuttch 
of Rome,for Articles of importance, and which 
tfer adherents dwell upon with too ſcrupuloiis 
a diligence ; ſuch as admit arguments on both . 
ſides , and are fitter for a declamation then a 
Catechiſm , in which whilſt men yainly bufie 
themſelves, they let flide away many times 
pnnored, as go ſay, that great deal which is 
uncontroulable and plain points, which can 


be thought at beſt but at the skirts , none be- 
longing to the main body of Religion;doatrins 
for the moſt part ( at the leaſt in my judge- 
ment) ſo little material ; that I applaude the 
Fathers for ſpending ſo lictle time or labour on | 
them ; ſuch, as I am ſo far from delighting 


to make objeRions in, that where ever 1 have 
rouch'd upon particulars, ir hath bin a Contre- 
£&xr , and only to diſperſe.ſuch dult as others 
raiſe 3 for I ſweare there is no man living 
bath a fironger averſion then my ſelf fromi all 
cavilsin Religion; it being jultly to þe feared, 
as Our great Prelate ( Arch-Biſhop of Cat in 
his Epiſtle to his Majeſtie) ſayes, that Atheiſm 
and jrreligion gathers ſtrengrhwhile the truth 
is thus weaktied by an unworthy way of 
contending for it; and I am perſwaded that 
moſt men , while their thoughts ace ſo buſied 
in chicanes of controverted points, grow Ne- 
$ligent of thoſe more weighty ones that neer- 
Her impor ſalvation, ang ſo runne gut of "y 
, : Mo 
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mot efſentiall good of theirj{ouls;as imperti- 
fiently as many 4 peevith freeholder thar waſts 
4 ſolid eſtate in.endleſe law ſuits for a trifles 
- aftd asI think theſe points little important for 
ufe', ſo I concur with you in eſteeming both 
theſe, and all other matters of Religion 
very unfitto be argued en for oftentation or 
applauſe , which I am ſure Iam as farre from 
aiming atin this ſubjeR,as I ſhall be farr from 
Attaitiing it, *Tis true, the condition of the 
ktiovring and ignorant, is uſually quite contra- 
ty to the Lords ſervants in the Goſpel;there he 
that had leaſt, wrapt up his ſingle talent in x 
Napkin's but amongſt men now a-dayes that 
pretend, whoever hath leaſt, it is he _ 
rioſt co ſhew how much he hath, and ſo pub= 
liſhes how little; yet, thus farthey oftentimes 
both agree, thar neither improve their ſtores 
atid chus by my ignorance unleſs you be chari- 
table, I confeſs my ſelf liable to be ſuſpe&ted 
guilty of the vain appetite of oſtentation that 
uſually accompanies it ; but as my ignorance 
expoſes me to the ſuſpition, ſo my conſci-» 
ouſneſs of it (the ſole knowledge that I can 
brag of) frees me from the ambition ſuſpe&ed, 
and layes upon mea neceſſity of concluding 
with a huge Apologte for preſuming to give 
you ſo much trouble, and I fear, fo little 
ſatisfaction : I .confeſle I ought to have been 
reſtrained from yenturing at all upon this 
Debate, 
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debate, the Subje& ir ſelf being ſo farre ahvye. 
the pitch of my literature; And the Perſon 
with whom Ipreſume to argue the difference 
of Opinion , confeſtly my Superiour in all ad- 
vantages both of Nature and Acquiſition, 
beyond all hopes of compariſon ; Conſidera- 
tions either of them able ro deterr a-much 
confidenter man then my ſelf: But Friend- 
ſhip, -which alwayes findes, or makes men 
equall/, hath long ſince licenc't me from the 
latter » and hardened me to impart my con- 
ceprions, how low ſo ever, as freely to you, as 
I could do to any inferiour Wit of mine own 
levell:And for the firſt, Lhave negleRed it 
upon this perſwaſion, that I ſhall be better 
able to anſwer to. the Divines, a young,a Lay, 
and ignoranc mans advecnturing to treat of 
their Buſineſs, then to you, and to my ſelf ſo 
woraniſh a wrong, as not ſubſcription-to the 
Diaamens of your ſtrong and powerfull Soul 
without yeelding my reaſons for the variance, 
which how light ſoever they may be found, 
when pondered by your excellent judgement, 
yet being really ſuch, as are moſt convincing 
to mine, they will ſerve to excuſe meto you, 
to juſtiie metro my ſelf, and I hopeto 
make my Errours even pardonable with God, 
who when by Saint Peter, he bids us be a- 
ble to give a Reaſon of the hope that s ins ; 
Iam confident he expects it no þettep then 
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proportionable to the capacities that his 
goodneſs hath endowed us with : Anſwerable 
to them is this Diſcourſe, weak I confeſs,dif- 
joynted, and without nerves; and: yet-T 

"doubt not bur it may -be fo evictuated by 
Truth and the goodnefs of my Cate , | that 
.T ſhall not be aſhamed to have encountred 
a ,GOLIcAH with a Sling. '& 

Straw kept ina, right Line; -might batter 
.a Tower; from which right Line of Truth and 
Reaſon, I may ſafely proteſt I have' not ſo 
much as once voluntary ſwarved in this Treat: 
tiſe, through * any** partaking- paſſion; -6t 
 forelaid deſigne, neither have I ſuffered ri 

| -ſelfe herein robe: ſo farre wrought uponÞb 
civility, as to forbear a free and-round expreſ- 
'fion of my ſenſe , where ever it ' differet from 
yours : andtruly, there was no-cauſe-why t 
THould ; ſince in our diſputes; 'the ſtrongeſt 
oppoſition, that Tor the beſt'wit for me'can 
poſſibly. make to your opinions, will+ de- 
rogate no more from your' unqueſtionable 
excellencie of judgement, then it would con- 
_ clude either of us ill-ſighred, ſhould you affirm 
ſuch. a. Garment to be red, and I that it were 

Sreen, the object being a changeable Taffaty, 
and we ſeated in.contrary lights, or looking 
through mediums diverſly tinted; a like ef- 
fe& upon the ſou}, to theſe.upon. the ſenſe, 
hath diverſity of educatiori,and diſcrepancy of 
pe es . thoſe. 
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thoſe®principles) herewith men are at the 
firftimbued , and whereon all out after req. 
fonings ,are founded : Conformity and n- 
niteneſs of minde, are rarely flowing from 
contrary Edacations, as the ſame River from 
oppoſite ſprings ; ſweet, happie, and TI think - 
ſole, is the ſelf-famencſs which ariſes from 
ure principles of nature , never ſophiſticated 
y the artifices of our breeding, but little 
derivation from thoſe Foupntaijnes hath this 
or that Se& of Religion ; and ſo no maryel if 
we agree not therein to be one,as we do in the 
other moſt true and prime.-Emanation-of Na- 
tare, Friendſhip-;3 which, on your part to mg 
I am confident mpſt needs fpring from thence, 
fince my ſmall.merit affyrds no.other motives, 
and for mine to you, Iam.ſure:it is impoſſible _ 
without an intire concurrence, of all the forces | 
of Sympathy , for any man to reverence, ad- 
tire, and love another , with that Ardour as | 
I do you deareſt Couſin, and which you can- 
not but own in Ws; 
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